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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 


It being understood that the New York 


Tests of the State Board of Pharmacy employed cer- 


New York Board tain tests not included in the United 


States Pharmacopeeia for the examina- 
tion of official preparations, a resolution was adopted at the 
meeting of the New York State Pharmaceutical Association held 
at Thousand Islands Park last year calling upon the board to 
give the details of their test methods to the association for pub- 


lication. The text of the resolution was printed in full in the 


AMERICAN Drucaist for March 23, on page 142, and its terms are 
plain and unequivocal, though we learn that a construction is 
placed by the board of pharmacy on the resolution different from 
that intended by the Committee on Adulterations, the chairman 
of which introduced the resolution. The experiences of the chem- 
ist of the board in his work of detecting adulterations and goods 
below standard would, if presented as a paper, make interesting 
reading, and doubtless form a valuable contribution to pharma- 
ceutical literature. It is to be hoped that the board will interpose 
no obstacle to the publication of the information sought to be 
obtained by the resolution in question. 


It is cause for congratulation that the bill 


An Admirable_ 1 
Law misbranding of drugs introduced into the 


relation to the sale, adulteration and 
New York State Legislature by Assembly- 
man G. H. Whitney at the instance of the organized pharmacists 
of the state has passed both houses of the legislature, and is 
now in the hands of the Governor for signature. The law is 
admirably constructed, and Governor Hughes will earn the grati- 
tude of pharmacy no less than the public, by attaching his signa- 
ture and making the law effective. It would do no harm if 
individual pharmacists who favor the idea of keeping the control 
of pharmacy matters within the jurisdiction of pharmacists 
should write to the Governor and urge him to sign the bill. 


Readers are reminded of our offer of 


The Dispensing prizes of $3, $2 and $1 for the first, 


of Poisons second and third best answers that are 


made to the question regarding the most 
dangerous drug handled by druggists in prescription work, which 
was announced in the preceding number. Several interesting 
communications are already in hand, but we intend to keep the 
competition open until a larger number of readers are heard 
from. Intending contestants for the prizes should bear in mind 
that brief answers will stand a better chancé of favorable recog- 
involved 


than and lengthy communications, and postal 


nition 
card answers will be accepted. Readers are asked to think of 
the drug which, when called for on a prescription, is apt to cause 
most anxiety in dispensing work, either from the danger of its 
being readily confounded with another and perhaps less potent 
substance, or through the dispensing of an overdose. The means 
which are taken to prevent errors of this kind should be indi 
cated, and the general system of keeping poisons may be de- 
scribed, The question of the advisability of using separate meas- 
uring glasses or scales for poisonous drugs may be discussed, 
and the precautions taken against the possibility of mistakes, 
through the system of checking prescriptions, may also be stated. 
We invite our readers in all parts of the country to send in 
contributions to the discussion of this question, as we are confi- 
dent that many practical suggestions will result from the con 


test, which will be of benefit to all dispensing pharmacists. 
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The introduction of what in sociological 


Welfare Work’as_ parlance is termed “welfare work” in 


an Investment factories has in some cases produced 


admirable results. In others, the results 
have been more curious than satisfactory. Men employing large 
numbers of workmen who have gone about their “welfare work” 


in the proper spirit, making it a matter of cooperation. with the 


employees rather than a mere charity on the part of the em- . 


ployer, have almost uniformly been well satisfied with the results 
from a business point of view, as well as from a sociological 
one. The idea has spread upward as well as downward, and in 
some of the more recently constructed establishments of jobbers 
and manufacturers evident pains are taken to promote the com- 
fort and welfare work of the employees. There are individual 
lockers, wash rooms, shower baths and other comforts so ar- 
ranged that employees may change their clothing when leaving the 
building and present a neat and tidy appearance on the street, re- 
gardless of the kind of work in which they may have been engaged. 
Some of the larger houses have made quite elaborate arrange- 
ments for the convenience of the employees in the upper ranks. 
The salesman or head of department coming in after a dusty, 
tedious morning, can in a few moments take a shower bath and 
return to his desk with a fresh outlook on life and added energy 
for his task. One of our new pharmaceutical laboratories in 
this city is equipped with a handsome bath and dressing room, 
where the athletic head of the house can array himself in fresh 
attire after a morning’s gallop. In the retail drug trade such 
elaboration of accommodations is hardly to be expected, but we 
think that it would be to the interest of employers to see to it that 
employees are made as comfortable as possible, for the capacity 
for work is largely dependent upon the physical condition of the 
individual, while attention of this character not only promotes 
the physical welfare of the staff, but shows a kindly disposition 
on the part of the employer towards the employee and begets a 
community of interests which cannot fail to prove a valuable 


factor in the promotion of business. 





The pure paint bill, now before Con- 
which was prepared by Repre- 
Marshall, of South Dakota, 


has now been completely redrafted in 


gress, 


The Pure Paint 
Bill Redrafted sentative 
a form which Mr. Marshall asserts is satisfactory to the manu- 
facturers in the paint trade and to retailers who are engaged in 
selling the paint. Mr. Marshall has been in close consultation 
with the manufacturers and retailers for some time past, includ- 
ing druggists who make a specialty of dealing in paint in coun- 
try towns. The bill has developed into nothing more than a 
labeling act, which will regulate the selling of paint by requir- 
ing the correct contents of the paint to be stated on a clearly 
Mr. Marshall says that this 


provision is satisfactory to all parties concerned, and asserts that 


printed label pasted upon the can. 


the measure will be passed at some time during the current Con- 
gress, although not at this session. At first, there was a strong 
effort to have the bill regulate modes of manufacturing paint, 
but this proposal aroused so much and such serious antagonism 
as to put it practically out of the question. The measure in its 
new form parallels some state legislation on the same subject 
and at the same time abandons to the states themselves all con- 
trol of methods of manufacture. Mr. Marshall fears the con- 


tinued sale of impure paints through department stores doing a 
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mail order business, but will make no effort at corrective legis- 


lation, for reasons already stated. 


From no less high source than the bench 


Be Bold—Be of the Supreme Court of the State of Wis- 


Not Too Bold 


consin comes a formal censure for the State 


Dairy and Food Commissioner, on the 
ground that he had been indiscriminate, inconsiderate and alto- 
gether too drastic in the enforcement of the state food and drug 
laws. The censure grew out of the prosecution of a retail drug- 
gist for the sale of spirit of camphor of less strength than that 
required by the United States Pharmacopoeia. The case came 
before Judge Tenney, who declared the druggist guilty, but re- 
mitted the fines on payment of the costs—a procedure which drew 
forth a vigorous criticism from Commissioner Emery in the col- 
umns of a Milwaukee newspaper. It was in reply to this criti- 
cism that the learned judge said that the authorities had gener- 
ally shown a commendable disposition to treat leniently manufac- 
turers, wholesalers and retailers who unintentionally violated the 
food and drugs laws recently enacted in Indiana and Kansas, and 
that he considered the attitude of Commissioner Emery as being 
in unfortunate contrast with that taken by the authorities in the 
states named. Our Washington correspondent points out that the 
authority of the Secretary of Agriculture in the administration 
of the National Food and Drugs Act has apparently been cur 
tailed, and intimates that this curtailment has been brought about 
through political pressure exerted on the executive authorities 
by those who think that the law has been administered in too 
drastic a manner. It would seem that the food and drug authori- 
ties generally would do well to adopt the motto, “Be bold—be 
not too boid.” 

administration to be 


While 


committed to the vigorous support of the 


the appears 


The Hepburn 


Bill Hepburn bill providing for certain amend- 


ments to the Sherman antitrust act, it does 
not seem that the measure is likely to become a law because of 
the vigorous opposition to it which has developed on the part of 
commercial bodies whose support of the measure has been reck- 
oned upon by its originators. In defending the bill before the 
judiciary committee, Herbert Knox Smith, United States Com- 
missioner of Corporations, who appeared as the spokesman of the 
exectitive authorities, accentuated the fact that he did not appear 
to support the details of any particular measure, though the bill 
in question came nearer than any he had yet seen to embodying 
certain general principles which he favored. In view of the fact 
that Mr. Smith represented the administration, it is interesting to 
observe that the general principles which he favored were the 
allowance of reasonable combination and the provision for a 
He said that 


these two principles were combined together with an optional 


greater degree of publicity as to corporate affairs. 


system in the measure, which permitted any corporation which 
desired to enter into reasonable combination to do so by fur- 
nishing reasonable publicity; that the advantage of this op- 
tional system was, first, that it would not include a vast number 
of small concerns in which the public had no interest, would 
avoid a number of constitutional questions, and would bring the 
entire relation of the Government to corporations on the plane 


of co-operation rather than opposition. We believe that all inter- 
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ested are desirous of obtaining some legislation which will be in 
accord with these two principles, but we are equally sure that 
the Hepburn measure will not grant the desired relief. It is to 
be hoped that the suggestion made by Mr. Plaut to the New 
York Board of Trade and Transportation, that a commission be 
This 
suggestion has received the endorsement of numerous commer- 


appointed to study the whole matter, will be followed out. 


cial bodies, and in view of the grave importance of the subject, 
we feel sure that a properly constituted commission could draw 
up a measure which, while giving relief from those ills from 
which we suffer now under the Sherman act, would not subject 


us to the danger of bureaucratic government inherent in the 
Hepburn bill. 





THE PHARMACIST’S OPPORTUNITY. 
CCORDING to Metchnikoff the redoubtable enemies of man 
are the butyric and putrefactive ferments which are formed 
in the large intestines. These are. the causes of many of the 
diseases which afflict humanity. To hinder the multiplication 
of the organisms of putrefaction it is only necessary, according 
to this scientist and cthers of equally good repute, to introduce 
into the intestinal tract organisms that induce lactic acid fer- 
mentation ; for where lactic microbes flourish the growth of other 
germs is inhibited, and milk which is activated with the lactic 
acid bacilli is protected from the growth of other kinds of 
microbes. 


VER since Metchnikoff announced his discovery chemists 
and bacteriologists have been busy perfecting methods of 
growing the beneficent lactic acid bacilli and preparing them in 
convenient forms for the souring of milk and its administration 
under the direction of physicians who have patients in their 
practice needing treatment with lactic acid. The manufacturers 
of pharmaceutical specialties in France and in Germany have 
been quick to make use of the opportunity offered by the keen 
interest taken by therapeutists in the lactic acid method of 
treatment to put up in convenient form preparations of the lactic 
acid bacilli for internal use and for the production of soured or 
curdled milk, and if the retail pharmacist does not wish the 
larger manufacturing houses to build up a monopoly in the man- 
ufacture and sale of these products he must turn his attention 
to the study of bacteriology; for the preparations of milk fer- 
ments which are now being prescribed consist of cultures of 
lactic acid bacilli mixed with sugar of milk and starch and sold 
either as a powder or compressed into tablets. 


HE cultivation of these bacilli and their subsequent prepara- 
tion in convenient form for use in medicine and for the 
preparation of buttermilk should not be especially difficult for 
the trained pharmacist, but there is no time to be lost, as manu- 
facturing firms in this country, as well as the agents of foreign 
manufacturers, have already begun to supply the market with 
preparations of varying composition and activity. The problem 
has been to procure a pure culture of a vigorous strain of the 
bacilli and some manufacturers are already making somewhat 
extravagant claims for their preparations in this regard. 


NE retail pharmacist of our acquaintance has entered the 
field of milk ferments with the preparation of milk activ- 
ated by the kefir fungus. This peculiar substance, which has long 


been an article of commerce and used very generally for the 
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fermentation of milk to produce what is variously called kefir 
and koumyss, contains several varieties of bacteria and yeasts, and 
when milk is treated with it under certain conditions the lactose 
of the milk is reduced, with the formation of lactic acid, and by 
the action of the yeasts fermentation is induced, carbonic acid 
being formed together with a slight amount of alcohol. It has 
been discovered that the lactic acid is not produced in any great 
quantity in the presence of carbonic acid and it is owing to this 
circumstance chiefly that efforts have been made to separate the 
interfering yeasts and produce a culture of the pure lactic acid 
bacilli. With the use of the kefir fungus there is also a danger 
of the product becoming infected with other nondesirable germs 
of the streptococcus variety, but if such precautions are observed 
as all careful pharmacists should be familiar with, this danger 
is minimized. 


HE pharmacist referred to treats the fungus in such a way as 

to bring out its full activity, without exposing it to con- 
tamination in handling and from the surrounding air. Taking 
the curd of a vigorously activated milk he dries this, mixes it 
with milk sugar in definite proportion and puts this up in bot- 
milk 


powder prepared in this way makes an efficient sourer of milk, 


tles for sale as a ferment. It has been found that a 
but whether the lactic acid bacilli are present in sufficient num- 
bers to satisfy the demands of physicians it is not well enough 
known to say. We shall take an early opportunity of placing 
our readers in possession of the details of manufacture of a 
powder of this description. A paper on the subject is to he 
presented at the usual monthly meeting of the Kings County 
Pharmaceutical Society in Brooklyn on Tuesday, May 12, and 
this will be the first presentation of this subject at a meeting of 
pharmacists, when attention will be called to the possibilities in 


this field of bacteriological work. 


LEGISLATIVE WORK IN NEW YORK. 

REVIEW of the work accomplished by the New York State 

Pharmaceutical Association during the past year in oppos- 
ing hostile legislation in Albany, and in effecting the passage 
of only such bills as were desired by all branches of the drug 
trade, reveals the fact that, although lacking the approval of 
Governor Hughes, the Whitney pharmacy and pure drugs meas- 
ure and the amended Smith cocaine bill have been passed by 
both the Assembly and Senate and presumably will be signed 
by the chief executive of the state at an early date. Already 
petitions requesting the Governor to approve both of these meas- 
ures have been sent to him by the New York State Pharma- 
ceutical Association and New York State Board of Pharmacy, 
and it is expected that he will comply with these requests. 


_ amended Smith cocaine bill, which permits wholesalers 
to deal in the drug between themselves, without going 
through the formality of having a licensed pharmacist write the 
order for the narcotic, is regarded as a very desirable and much- 
needed provision. 

MONG the obnoxious bills which were killed as a result of 
A the indefatigable efforts of the legislative committee of the 
State Pharmaceutical Association might be mentioned the Tully 
food and drug bill, which sought to give the power of enforcing 
its new pure drug provisions to the New York State Department 
of Health in every section of the state except the three cities of 


the first class. New York, Buffalo and Rochester, where the meas- 
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ure sought to place this power with the respective city departments 
of health. Another hostile bill which was reported upon unfavor- 
ably by the committees of the legislature as a result of the oppo- 
sition of the druggists was the Tully anti-narcotic bill, which 
attempted to prevent the sale except upon the written prescrip- 
tion of a physician of opium and other narcotics as well as 
cocaine. The State Association also deserves the commendation 
of all druggists in this state for accomplishing the downfall 
of the Cuvillier and Glore food and drugs bills; the Thompson 
formula bill and the Carpenter-Haines bill, which attempted to 
eliminate Westchester County from the jurisdiction of the East- 
ern Branch of the New York State Board of Pharmacy and 
embody it in the territory of the Middle Branch of the Board. 


PEACH KERNEL OIL MUST NOT BE DISPENSED AS 
ALMOND OIL. 

UT of fifty samples of expressed oil of almond collected 

in this city during the first two months of this year over 

50 per cent. were spurious, consisting of the oil of peach, or 
of apricot, kernels. Over a hundred samples selected during the 
past two months from as many different sources, none of which 
had 


decrease in the proportion of spurious specimens. 


furnished any of the earlier samples, showed a decided 
These figures, 
which are the results of an investigation recently made by the 
New York 


a serious condition of affairs, but one which happily, so far 


Eastern Branch of the Board of Pharmacy, show 


as this particular commodity is concerned, does not affect the 


public welfare. 


| { is doubtful whether or not there is any difference whatever 


in the therapeutic effect of the oil expressed from the almond 
With this 
particular phase of the subject, however, the dispenser has no 
When 


his duty to dispense the pharmacopeceial article. 


and that obtained from the peach and apricot kernels. 


immediate concern. sweet almond oil is asked for it is 
Failure to do 
his subjects him to discipline at the hands of the Board of 
Pharmacy, and the results of the investigation show that there 
has been a notable and regretable lack of attention to the char- 


acter of the product sold by the retail druggists as sweet oil 


of almond. 


HIS particular drug occupies rather an unusual position in 
the trade. which explains though it may not justify the 
substitution of the oil of peach or apricot kernels for that ex- 
true almond. In a communication published 


pressed from the 


in the AMERICAN Druccist for February 27, 1905, Stafford Allen 
& Sons, of London, explained the circumstances which led to 
the adoption of the misleading title of Persian almond oil and 
of sweet almond oil in the wholesale trade in England as a 
designation for the oil derived from the peach or apricot kernel. 
It was explained that peach kernel oil had been imported into 
England for some time and sold under the name of almond oil 
without the disclosure of the fact that it was made from the 
kernels of the peach. When its true nature was discovered this 
firm began its manufacture, selling it not as almond oil but 
under the name of the drug from which it was believed to be 
obtained, namely, amygdalus persica, the word dulcis, sweet, be- 
ing added to distinguish it from distilled oil. The label used 
“OL Dulc.” 


rect, but the translation given it by many users as oil of almond, 


read Amygd. Persic. This was botanically cor- 
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Persian, was erroneous though apparently justifiable. The use 
of the word sweet was also taken as applying to the word 


amygdalus and not to the word oleum. 


~~ universally was the term “oil of almond” applied in whole- 

sale trade to the oil expressed from peach and apricot ker- 
nels that in March, 1903, a decision was rendered by the United 
States Board of Customs Appraisers under which oil expressed 
from peach and apricot kernels was admitted free of duty as 
almond oil. This decision reads in part as follows: 

The provision in paragraph 626, however, permits free entry 
of almond oil, and the question is solely as to the commercial 
designation of the article. While it is admitted by the im- 
porter that this oil is not made from almonds, but is made 
from apricot and peach kernels, it is also undisputed that the 
article is generally known to the trade as almond oil. The tes 
timony before us shows that 75 percent. of all the so-called 
almond oil dealt in in the market of this country is not made 
from almonds, but from peach and apricot kernels. The article 
in question is well known to the trade and is dealt in and al- 
ways designated as almond oil, and that designation must con 
trol its classification (Amer. Net & Twine Co. v. Worthington, 
i41 W. S., 468, and cases there cited). 


T will thus be seen that commercial usage clearly recog:izes 
and sanctions the application of the term almond oil to the 

oil of peach kernels, whereas the Board of Pharmacy does not 
admit the use of any such designation. This matter was brought 
into court in March, 1903, by the Board of Health of the State 
of New Jersey, notice being served upon several pharmacists 
warning them against dispensing the so-called French oil, which 
is a term frequently used to designate the product of the peach 


kernel, and at least one offender was fined for having done so. 


N view of the decided stand which the authorities have taken 

in this matter, every druggist should assure himself that 
his stock of almond oil is genuine and not spurious. The test 
for oil of peach or apricot kernels is a simple but decisive one. 
and every druggist should make it a rule to test all supplies of 
almond _ oil him in the manner prescribed by the 


Not 


druggist is in a position to carry out all the tests laid down for 


received by 
pharmacopeeia before placing it on his stock shelf. every 
almond oi, but every one can and should at least apply the nitric 
acid test. This merely requires the agitation of 2 Cc. of the oil 
with a mixture of 1 Cc. of fuming nitric acid and 1 Cc. of water 
When this mixture has heen allowed to stand for several hours at 
a temperature of 50 degrees Fahr., it should separate into a solic 
white mass and a slightly colored liquid. If peach or apricot oil 
is present, a red color will be produced, while sesame and cotton 


seed oils cause the production of a brown color. 


RIOR to the publication of the eighth edition of the United 

States Pharmacopeia we urged that the pharmacopoeia 
recognize the oil of peach kernels as being available for use in 
lieu of the expressed oil of almond. So far as any published 
therapeutic data are concerned there seems to be no difference 
between the therapeutic effect of the two oils and the physical 
differences are but slight. It is true that the kernel oils are 
somewhat more limpid than that expressed from the almond, 
and it is said that they do not keep so well, but the difference 
in their keeping qualities is not great and we think that in future 
versions it might be well to recognize the oil derived from the 


kernels but under their proper name. 
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REORGANIZATION OF THE AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL 
ASSOCIATION.! 
By Henry KRAEMER, 
Philadelphia. 

It is not my purpose this evening to present an elaborate 
scheme of reorganization of the American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation, nor to recommend measures which are in the least 
degree revolutionary in character. The ideas which I shall pre- 
sent are wholly evolutionary, and in line with the progress that 
is being made in pharmacy and medicine, and have for the most 
part been already given expression to either by myself, other 
members of the association, or are being carried out by other 
organizations. 

The scheme which I have in mind is an ideal one in some par- 
ticulars, yet one which I hope will eventually be felt to be a 
need of the pharmacists of this country. Other features of it 
are of immediate concern, and, fortunately, as I see the matter, 
are perfectly feasible at the present time. 

An Ideal System. 


An ideal system of organization of American pharmacists 
would provide for a national association composed of state and 
territorial associations, which in turn are composed of district or 
county societies, all correlated and working with a definite aim, 
one with regard to the other. In a general way, the national 
organization should consider national legislation, and other mat- 
ters of a national or interstate character. The state society 
should look after state legislation, and if our present methods 
were reversed, assist in the organization of local societies, and 
other work which is now being carried on by the state pharma- 
ceutical associations. The local society would be the unit in the 
scheme of organization, and should look after work which would 
be for the benefit of the local members, as that pertaining to 
Sunday closing and shorter hours for druggists, relations with 
physicians, advancing the status of the members as professional 
and scientific men, defense against misleading or unwarranted 
statements in newspapers, etc., etc. 

I shall not undertake to work out any of the details of this 
general plan, leaving that for future consideration. There are, 
however, some matters of more or less pressing importance 
which I wish especially to consider this evening, and these partly 
pertain to the work of the national association and partly to 
our local branch. 

Scientific Skill Needed. 

With the work that is being done by the Council on Phar- 
macy and Chemistry of the American Medical Association, the 
work that is being done to bring physicians and pharmacists to- 
gether to consider the proper lines along which the two pro- 
fessions should advance, and with the state and national pure 
food and drug laws coming into force. we have arrived at a point 
where pharmacists collectively or individually can no longer 
be indifferent to the scientific, technical or ethical side of their 
calling. They will sooner or later be called upon to show their 
abilities and capabilities as qualified and educated pharmacists, 
or if, failing in this, to suffer the consequences that come to 
those who do not keep in line with the march of progress. We 
have sought the co-operation of physicians in carrying on the 
work of improving the conditions of pharmacy, and this means 
that we are to confer and associate with professional critics. 
On the other hand, our methods and work will henceforth be 
open to the inspection of government experts, and this means 
that we must be able to carry on the scientific work implied 
by the degrees and certificates which we hold, or, more explicitly, 
be able to carry out the processes and apply the tests required 
by the Pharmacopoeia and other standard works—in short, be 
able to pronounce upon the composition and quality of all the 
drugs, chemicals and preparations which we dispense. The gov- 
ernment is getting ready to carry on its work, and we must like- 
wise be ready to carry on ours. There are, of course. higher 


1Read before the Philadelphia Branch of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association, May 5, 1908. 











PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 249 
motives which should prompt us, but these need not be con- 
sidered now, being always implied in any discussion which looks 
to the betterment of pharmacy. 

Post-Graduate Instruction. 

In several European countries, special courses are given to 
retail pharmacists by the pharmaceutical schools at various times, 
as after the appearance of a new pharmacopeeia, in order that 
they may be qualified to meet the advanced requirements, and 
make practical use of the pharmacopeeia. There is all the more 
necessity in this country, at the present time, for such work, as 
already indicated, and it seems to me that the Philadelphia 
Branch might well take up this matter, at least in an experimen- 
tal way. I am inclined to think that there are some pharmacists 
in this vicinity who would be glad to avail themselves of any 
instruction which would help them to keep abreast with the secien- 
tific development in their profession. The post-graduate work 
carried on by the county medical societies is deemed of very 
great value, and in some of the societies is carried on in a strictly 
systematic manner. Dr. John H. Blackburn, Director of the Post 
Graduate Course for County Societies of the A. M. A., reports 
in the Journal of the American Medical Association, for May 2, 
that seventy-six county societies have adopted and are now con- 
ducting the course of post-graduate study. This I believe to be 
a subject of deep moment, and I trust that the members of our 
local branch will give it serious consideration. 

Need for a Central Governing Body. 

The other thonghts which I wish to present pertain to our 
parent association. As is known to our members, the reorgani- 
zation of the association is being considered, and will be brought 
up for further action at the next annual meeting. For some 
time past some of the members have felt that the work trans- 
acted at the annual meeting consumes too much time, and when 
it is remembered that the American Medical Association, with its 
large membership and more numerous sections, transacts its 
work in less time. the criticism seems well founded. In order, 
therefore, to meet this criticism, as well as to increase the inter 
est in the sessions, it would seem desirable to relegate all of 
the business of the association to a widely representative elective 
hody, and to devote all of the time of the meeting to the read- 
ing and discussion of papers and kindred work. In this way, the 
meeting would probably not need to extend over more than three 
or four days, and it would furthermore be found that the mem 
bership at large would have as much say in the business of the 
association as they have now. Moreover, in view of the fact that 
the National Association of Retail Druggists is devoted exclu 
sively to the business side of pharmacy, it seems to me that 
the Commercial Section of the American Pharmaceutical Asso 
ciation might well be merged with one of the other sections, 
and thus a saving of a certain amount of energy effected. The 
committee has a good deal of trouble to keep up the work, as 
evidenced by the programme last year, some of the subjects being 
purely pharmaceutical. 

In summarizing what I have in mind, then, IT may say that 
I hope that eventually the American Pharmaceutical Association 
will ramify every part of our national territory, and that the 
state associations now organized or hereafter to be organized, 
will merge into the national association, and recommend for your 
immediate consideration the question of rendering such assist- 
ence to practising pharmacists as will help them to meet the 
rapid advances in their profession, and also that of limiting the 
annual meetings of the association at large wholly to the presen- 
tation of papers, and similar matters. 


Nitrated Stramonium Leaves. 
(Asthma remedy.) 
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THE DISPENSING OF PILLS AND CAPSULES.}! 
By J. Leon Lascorr, 
New York. 

For some time past physicians have been prescribing ready 
made pills and capsules. The reason for this is not far to 
seek. Many pharmacists dispense pills without due regard for 
the kind and quality of excipient employed or the nature of the 
active ingredients prescribed. For example, one pharmacist will 
dispense a pill containing one-sixtieth of a grain of strychnine 
sulphate or one-hundredth of a grain of atropine sulphate, the 
size of a pinhead, while another will turn out a pill from the 
same prescription as large as a pea. I am of the opinion that 
pharmacists should, as a rule, adopt sizes of pills approximating 
the average size of those placed on the market by manufactur- 
ing drug houses, taking care to turn them out just as perfect in 
form and as accurate in dosage. A physician is not to be blamed 
for prescribing a ready made pill, after he has seen the different 
sizes and shapes of those turned out by some pharmacists. 

There are today many manufacturing houses making many 
different kinds of pills. If one physician should specify pills of 
a certain manufacturer, and others of another manufacturer, 
think of the many different kinds of pills that we should have to 
carry in stock! According to the food and drugs act we are 
forbidden to misbrand. Misbranding means substitution, and sub- 
situation is a misdemeanor. If doctors ever come to prescribe by 
makers’ names, and we have to carry all these in stock, or trans- 
gress the food and drugs act, we shall have to provide an 
extra storeroom for pills alone. 

Ready made tablets are to a large extent taking the place of 
powders in drugs, and we have phenacetin and salol tablets, 
sod. salicyl. tablets, calomel tablets, aspirine tablets, salol tab- 
lets, etc. 

Patients who read the prescriptions from the paper in hand 
ask for 10 cents’ worth of the article. This could hardly be 
done if the prescription was written out with the different in- 
gredients, or if the chemical names were used, and it had to be 
compounded by the pharmacist. The associated pharmacists did 
a worthy thing in advertising U. S. P. and N. F. preparations 
among the physicians, but they never thought of the ready made 
pills which are on the market today, and which take the place 
of some liquids. 

I would suggest that the following rules should at all times 
be observed in dispensing pills: (1) The mass should be made 
as hard and as small as is consistent with proper manipulation; 
(2) it should be divided with exactness, to insure an equal 
size of pill. These are important points, for by their observance 
we make certain of an equal division of the active ingredients, 
make the pill more presentable and insure the confidence of both 
physician and patient. 

If the ingredients are white, like quinine, duotal, thiocol, etc., 
the mass should be made with glycerite of starch, and be coated 
with talc, or starch, so that they turn out white. If the prescrip- 
tion calls for iron, or an extract (the excipient preferably glu- 
cose), the pills should be made of a soft black mass and dusted 
with lycopodium. The character of the mass and its weight 
should be entered on the prescription, so that a repetition may re- 
semble the original in color, weight and size. The letters “M. 
ft. pil. 1. a.” on a prescription mean “Mix, make pill or pills 
according to the art or law of arts,” which correctly interpreted 
calls for the dispensing of pills as small, round and uniform as 
possible, and this presupposes the use of a proper excipient both 
as to character and weight. 

Capsules should preferably be dispensed dry, except when the 
ingredients weigh over 15 grains, or include extracts; even then, 
dry powdered extracts should be used instead of solid ones. 
Great care must also be taken that no substance having any taste 
or odor be left on the outside of the capsules, which must be 
thoroughly wiped off with cheesecloth. 

When calcined magnesia or any other form of light substance 


—— before the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association on March 16, 
1908. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


is prescribed in capsule form, it is advisable to add a few 
drops of alcohol, or ether, so that the bulky powder may be re- 
duced in size and dispensed in a smaller capsule. 

lf oily substances are prescribed and soft capsules are used 
the exterior of the capsules should be wiped off with ether, which 
improves their appearance, removing any odor and taste that 
may be left on the outside. If liquid substances mixed with 
dry powders are prescribed—e. g.: 


Creosote 
Duotal 


it is advisable to first put up the duotal capsules dry, and then 
with a dropper add to each capsule two drops of creosote, and 
enclose this capsule in another capsule of a size large enough to 
accommodate it. 

In regard to capsules imported from European countries and 
bearing fancy names, we find that the manufacturer prints the 
name of the specialty over the surface of highly glazed globules, 
which makes them loook very much like a child’s toy. This has, 
however, a definite significance for the patient, who knows that 
the prescription is a stock preparation, all ready to serve, and 
he is apt to wonder why it takes an hour or more to prepare it. 
Ifow many different makes are on the market today, and what 
capital would be required to carry all of them in stock! I once 
filled a physician’s prescription for a certain capsule put up by 
one of the Frénch manufacturers, and after the patient opened the 
box and saw these printed and labeled affairs, she was afraid to 
take them. She returned the globules with the remark: “I think 
it is a shame for a druggist to dispense a capsule to be swallowed 
that has printing matter on it.” 

In conclusion, I would say that if pharmacists would pay a 
little more attention to turning out the pills as round and neatly 
as possible, and the capsules as small, neat and clean as possible, 
marking on the prescription the weight of the mass and size of 
the capsules, physicians would not have so many complaints from 
their patients, and the medical profession today would be less 
prone to prescribe pills and capsules of whose ingredients they 
are generally very much in the dark, and would prefer regular 
prescriptions where each ingredient was specified. The physician 
would be better satisfied, it would be safer for the public. pharma- 
cists would reap a better profit, and physicians and the public 
as well would be more apt to regard us as professional men, 
and not as mere merchants. 


A Modified Soxhlet Apparatus. 
H. C. Wood, jr., associate professor of pharmacology, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, describes in the American Journal of 
Pharmacy, for March, 1908, a simplified form of apparatus for 


continuous extraction by volatile solvents. As shown in the ac- 
companying illustration, it consists of a nar- 
row percolator (P), the lower end of which 
= is connected by means of a tightly fit- 

{ ting cork with a siphon shaped glass tube, 
and the upper end closed with a perforated 
cork, into which is fitted a glass “T” tube. 
The rectangular limb of this tube is con- 
nected by a very short piece of rubber with 
a glass tube bent at right angles, which 
passes down to the flask containing the solv- 
ent. When the contents in the flask (F) 
are boiled, the vapors pass up through the 
tube (A) into the tube (T); the upper end 
of (T) is connected with a reflux cooler, 
into which the vapors pass, and, being con- 
densed, run down into the percolator (P) 
and thence back through (S) into the flask. 

The apparatus offers certain advantages over the Soxhlet ap- 
paratus, being simpler in construction, less expensive, and much 
less fragile. By simply removing the corks in each end of the 
percolator the apparatus can be easily and quickly cleaned, and 
by substituting different sizes of percolators it can be adapted 
for either large or small quantities of drugs 
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RIP VAN WINKLE VIEWS THE MODERN PHARMACY.! 
By BERNARD SACKS, 
New York. 

If old Rip Van Winkle were to get up and look for a drug 
shop in order to obtain some refreshing cordial after his long 
slumber he would experience great difficulty in locating one, for 
he would surely pass by our drug stores without recognizing 
them as such, but he might mistake them for dry goods stores 
on account of the display of towels and bathing suits in the 
great show windows; he might take them for cigar stores on 
account of the gorgeous display of cigars and cigarettes, or 
consider them to be stationery stores if the display were to 
consist of writing paper or pyramids of rolls of toilet paper. 
Hoping to locate the drug store by his sense of smell, by the 
fine penetrating odor of volatile substances, by which a drug 
store could be felt for quite a distance, he would even then be 
disappointed, since the fragrance of the drugs in the pharmacy 
of today is entirely replaced by the disagreeable smell of sour 
milk, exhaled by the monstrous soda fountain. Nor would 
Washington Irving’s hero find it any easier to recognize the 
modern drug store hy its interior, since through its so-called 
progressive steps it does not any more represent, simply, the 
pharmacist’s laboratory, the place where he preserves his drugs, 
prepares his mixtures and exposes them to the public. It has 
been enriched by various side-line additions; it has been gradu- 
ally converted into a combination drug, cigar, candy, confection- 
ery, liquor store; a first-class ice cream parlor; it carries a line 
of dry goods, hardware, groceries and what not. In some in- 
stances these “side-chains” seem to predominate so much over 
the nucleus of pharmacy—they tend to overshadow and crowd 
the poor little nucleus so much—that the latter seems to un- 
dergo pressure atrophy. 

Especially is this phenomenon noticeable in drug stores where 
the premises are small. The soda fountain, of course, takes up 
the most prominent position. All available space is occupied 
by a number of showcases filled with cigars, stationery and 
chocolates, while the tincture bottles are relegated to the back 
of the store, where they are apportioned a few feet of shelving 
and kept there in negligence either as an excuse or as an apol- 
ogy. The only drugs given any consideration are the nicely 
wrapped up ready made preparations, mostly the well advertised 
patent medicines sold at cut rate prices. In vain would he 
lock for a bundle of sarsaparilla root, or cinchona bark, or a 
demijohn of acid. The herbs, if any are kept, are put up in 
couipressed packages, so that they never see daylight. In his 
everyday routine work how often does a modern pharmacist 
come in contact with the crude materia medica? When behind 
the sales counter he is simply an automatic machine, handing 
Over certain ready made articles to his customers, the only 
knowledge required for which work is to be informed of the 
condition of the market. When behind the prescription counter 
at least four times out of ten he measures and weighs the in- 
gredients of the prescription out of some kind of a container 
that holds a proprietary medicine. He exercises a knowledge 
in pharmaceutical chemistry only so far that he puts up his 
solution of citrate of magnesia, which for obvious reasons can- 
not be got ready made, or once in a while prepares spiritus 
mindereri. If he is sometimes called upon to fill some capsules 
or to make some suppositories he does so, yet without deriv- 
ing any great pleasure from his work. It has become a cus- 
tom to prepare the tincture (and even infusions) from fluid- 
extracts. The fluidextracts, the calomel tablets and other prep- 
arations are obligingly furnished by the manufacturing house. 
The preparations that are displayed on the shelves under his 
own name are no longer prepared by the pharmacist himself. 
A great number of “non-secret” manufacturing chemists came 
into existence, who relieve the pharmacist of his tedious work. 
Incidentally, the manufacturers relieve the pharmacist of the 
greater part of his profits. 


‘Read at the annual meeting of the American Pharmaceutical Associ- 


ation. 
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In some way or other a demand was created for ready made 
preparations, in nice, neat packages, with a euphonious name. 
This is called “elegant pharmacy.” But the customers seem to 
have caught up with the time; they not only want elegant pack- 
ages, but they want them of a certain kind only (usually not 
the kind that you prepare or that was prepared for you); they 
want “Wood’s” sarsaparilla, “Greene’s” hair tonic, “Dr. Puck’s” 
toothache drops, “Dagger’s” cold cream and “Cheat’s” quinin: 
pills. You cannot refuse them or offer them your own, just as 
good stuff; the customer will surely call you substituter, and you 
must care a good deal for the opinion of that customer in order 
not to injure your soda trade. Oh, that soda fountain! How 
seldom it represents a fountain of joy to the pharmacist, and yet 
the most valuable place is given to this idol of stone, and the 
pharmacist is rarely, if ever, getting any returns for the affection 
and services lavished. 

Still and all, some of the largest up-to-date stores have at 
least a reputation of being profitable business propositions. For 
the loss sustained in their professional character they become 
money winners to their owners. But scattered all over the city 
we find drug stores of a different type, and of such the great ma- 
jority conducted with very little business ability, and of even less 
professional efficiency. 

Since all drugs and preparations are obtainable ready made, 
no extra skill and experience are necessary; since goods are 
obtained from the jobber in least possible quantities, no great 
capital is necessary to start up a drug store like that. They 
are constantly engaged in degenerating competition with the 
neighboring stores; inadequate stock fosters substitution; insuffi- 
cient income precludes the possibility of employing decent help. 
Where the population is ignorant or vicious, certain drugs are 
openly sold without restraint and principle. Between these two 
extremes I see a grand old pharmacy, ‘way across the ocean, 
whereto I used to run when a boy for our family necessities. 
A somber place and quiet; fragrant and awe inspiring; rows of 
bottles and jars filled with herbs and chemicals, surgical dress- 
ings, etc. 

No penny-in-the-slot machine, no souvenir postal cards, no 
hair insoles and no peanuts. When I recollect the spacious lab- 
oratory on the ground ‘locr filled with apparatus and men busy 
all the time making their pharmaceutical preparations, and com- 
pare it with the “laboratories” that I see here now, I cannot he'p 
thinking that the so-called progressive development of pharmacy 
is simply a process of degeneration depriving the drug store of 
today of its true character, which was mainly brought about, 
firstly, by the ever increasing number of patent medicine firms, 
which prey upon the pharmacist, depriving him of his vocation 
and of his profits, and, secondly, the multiplication of the non- 
secret manufacturing firms, which relieve the pharmacist of most 
of his work, cutting down the number of help necessary to con 
duct a pharmacy. . 

These two conditions combined brought about the third— 
namely, the rapid multiplication of small drug stores, run by the 
very men who were excluded from work in the large pharmacy 
because their work was appropriated by the manufacturer. Some 
of these small proprietors would gladly prefer a steady position 
with a salary that would insure them a decent livelihood instead 
of uncertain slavery of proprietorship of a miserable store. It 
would certainly be advantageous for the proprietors to keep their 
clerks instead of allowing them to start in business for them- 
selves, thus creating competition, from which every one suffers. 
To successfully combat these degenerating, evil influences should 
be the watchword of the pharmacist, individually and in organi- 
zation. Let the pharmacist give his undivided attention to his 
professional work, let him make his own preparations, let him 
engage in pharmacy proper, and he will become enabled to set 
himself free from the necessity of being a dealer in all kinds of 
goods and thus gradually recover for the drug store its natural 
position, that highly dignified position it occupies in European 
countries, where it is remunerative and honorable. 
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Dispensing Notes and Queries. 


At a recent meeting of the Edinburgh Chemists’ Assistants’ 
and Apprentices’ Association the following notes and queries 
on prescription work were submitted by William Duncan, Ph. C., 
ig Op 

1 What causes the effervescence in the following? 

Sodii iodid, 

SOG BICRD. 00 ccccdccccs eseeee 

Sodii_ bicarb. 


Ac. od... 
t. mixt. 


Acidity of the extract, which varies much according to the 
quality of the licorice used. Some commercial extracts are dis- 
tinctly alkaline from excess of ammonia, added with the object 
of preventing precipitation. 

2. What “liquor” should be dispensed—the strong or dilute? 


Lig. plumbi subacet 

\cid. hydrocyan. dil 

Tinct. opii .. 

Aq. ad. 

Ft. 

Give the strong, as “Liquor Plumbi Subacetatis” was the title 
for it in the 1867 and 1885 Pharmacopeeias. “Fortis” was an 1898 
The weak liquor has always been officially designated 


addition. 
“Dilutus.” 

3. Why does tincture of senega emulsify bromoform better 
than the concentrated infusion? 

Because it is more alcoholic, with the result that the bromo- 
form is better divided. 

4. Why does the following mixture precipitate? 


Lig. bismuthi 
Sodii_ bicarb. 
Aq. ad. 

M. 


No precipitation was observed, even at the end of three 
months. But saturated solutions of alkali bicarbonates, and 
strong solutions of carbonates or hydroxides, sooner or later 
cause decomposition of the bismuth citrate, with formation of 
insoluble carbonate or hydroxide. 


5. This mixture is sometimes yellow, at other times reddish 


brown. Why? 


Sodii bromid. 
Syrup, aurant. 


It is due to the alkalinity of the solution of sodium bromide, 
aloin being rather sensitive to alkalies. 

6. How would you dispense the following ointment ? 

RE ERO, ecke sce bss ack bheiaoee theese veee wash ake er. 

Acid. hydrocyan. (Scheele). 

Paraffin. moll., 

Adivis lane 

M. 

By triturating the calomel with the paraffin, the acid with 
the wool fat, and then mixing. This retards or prevents action 
between the two which is 

Hg:Cl. + 4HCN = N:Hg(CN), -+ 2HCI + Hg. 
7. What are the changes in this mixture? 
ate. sulph. 
otass. chlorat. 
Syrup. 
Aq. ad. : 
Ft. mixt. 
The chlorate and iodine react thus: 
2Fel. + KCIO; + 3H:O = KCl + Fe.(OH). + 21, 
The liberated iodine forms insoluble iodo-quinine—“herapathite.” 

&. This mixture precipitates; what is it, and how would you 

dispense ? 


Liq. MEE Cbd on cn encase shader sobs nuspese ss scesbesonuese 
Lig. Pe CMM pe ispcecGhases habe bank kwabict Kheuhuksa sens 
Ft. mixt. : 


The precipitate is chiefly magnesium bismuthyl-citrate, with a 
little carbonate. Send out with a “Shake” label. 
9. This mixture goes solid. Why? 


Quin. sulph. 

Acid. sulph. 

Potass. acetat. 
- ad. 


It lias been stated that the solidification is due to formation 
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of quinine hydrate. In the author’s opinion it is chiefly due to 
a salting out of the quinine acetate by the alkali acetate. 
10. Should the nitric acid in this be neutralized 
dispensing? 
Sodii salicyl. 


Pt ee Ei ns Ck eue yn SWE R SBA OW ONG MMES LANES e100 5i 
Tinct. card. co 


Sars 
ss DAL hese bicwa eae SAAR HORAN De Maas bis AeaahOe sate cee 5vj. 
Certainly not. Draw the attention of the prescriber to the 
incompatibility, and if he persists in his wantonness, dispense as 
written, with a “Shake” label. 


before 


11. This mixture gives a dense precipitate soon after making 
up. What should be done with it? 


PED Gearon cae an sess anaes ee sa cans cpu etns cose h ba axe gr. XX. 

Acid. hydrobr., 

Syr. limon 

Aq. cinnam. 

As with No. 9, there is probably a salting out of the alkaloid 
as bromide. If the prescriber refuses to alter, attach a “Shake” 
label. The syrup helps to suspend. 

12, The following turns black. Why? 

Apomorphine 

Sodii iodid. 

Ammon. carb. 

Spt. chlorof. 


Aq. cinnam. 
M. Ft. mixt. 


The ammonium carbonate acting on the apomorphine. It can 
only be prevented by making the mixture acid, which is quite 
out of the question here. 

13. This mixture is said to develop bromine. 
account for it? 


How can you 


Ammon. benz 

Potass. bromid. 

eet OR SEINE Wu 5 cus Goa nie bv ROA SoS ae Ca Nabeue wh obs: xem 
Tr. hyoscyam. 

Spt. chlorof. 

Infus. uve ursi ad 


If bromine is set free, it is due to hydrolysis of ethyl nitrate, 
and nitrous acid acting on the bromide, but in this case am- 
monium benzoate may protect the bromide, and the coloring may 
be due to the principles in bearberry leaf. 

14. How should this be dispensed? 

Liq. strychnine 

Tr. ferri perchlor 

Ext. glyc. liq 

Aq. ad. 

N 

Dilute the substances as much as possible before mixing, and 

send out with a “Shake” label. 


15. How can a satisfactory cream of the following be made? 


Zinc. oxid. 

Ichthyol. 

Lanolin. 

Ol. olive, 

Aq. calcis 

16 How dispense this? 


Bismuth. oxychlor. 

SE NE NI sles ieee b ab wes Sak baa od RW ame a ab See cee 
Lanolin. i 
Tr. benz. 


These two were received too late for experiment. As regards 
the former, Mr. Duncan did not think it possible to obtain an 
elegant preparation, unless by omission or addition. He sug- 
gested that the zinc, ichthyol and lime water be triturated to- 
gether, the wool fat thinned with the olive oil, and then the two 
carefully mixed. He was inclined to compound No. 16 on a 
slab, working the tincture into the lanolin, the bismuth into the 
glycerin, then combining the two. 

17. How would you dispense this? 


SSR MARE OHI. 9os sb ces cine s dG wad savant ne eWbw sels ae sinew gr, XX. 
Acid, sulph. dil 
Sig.: The quinine drops. 


Add the quinine little by little to the whole of the acid, so 
that the acid sulphate as it forms may dissolve in the water of 
the dilute acid. 

Discussion. 


In reference to No. 13, a member said he would like to know 
on what evidence the querist said bromine was liberated. He 
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had made some rough experiments, and doubted if there was 
any liberation of bromine. On adding sweet spirit of nitre to 
a strong solution of potassium bromide there was no evidence 
of free bromine, and even when the mixture was heated to 
boiling the result was still negative. Even the addition of 
sulphuric acid did not result in liberation of bromine. Of course, 
there might be liberation of bromine on long standing, but even 
that he doubted. The addition of sweet spirit of nitre to infu- 
sion of uva ursi immedately produced a distinct coloration sug- 
gestive of free bromine, and when shaken up with chloroform 
the latter on separation was yellow, as if colored with bromine. 
But a dilute solution of gallic acid behaved similarly, and the 
color seemed due to oxidation of the gallo-tannic acid of the 


uva ursi. Possibly this color had misled the querist. 


THE SUCCESSFUL SODA FOUNTAIN.! 


By Herman H. Kogcet. 
Newport, Ky. 

To run a soda fountain successfully the first essential consid- 
eration is absolute cleanliness in everything in and around the 
fountain, plenty of ice, good syrups, properly charged carbonated 
water, thin glasses, pure ice cream, courteous and polite help. 
Do not be stingy and try to save on your ice bills, use plenty 
of it, so as to have your soda good and cold; be liberal with car- 
bonated water, as it costs little and the customer wants water, 
not fizz; use a I2 ounce glass, using not more than 1% ounce of 
syrup, unless customer wants it very sweet; draw glass two-thirds 
full of water, then put in ice cream; twenty to quart for a five 
cent glass is enough; then, lastly draw fine stream to fill the glass, 
using an 8 inch twist handled spoon, and serve. 

If at any time a customer finds fault with a drink served, 
throw it away and offer him another, rather than lose his trade 
or good will; don’t argue, it may cause loss of other more valu- 
able business, even though some people are hard to please and 
it would try the patience of a saint to wait on them. Use good 
straws and paper napkins. Make syrup by cold percolation, it is 
better and cheaper than rock candy syrup and stands dilution, one 
part water to seven of syrup, which will make a strength of 
12 pounds in one gallon, heavy and sweet enough for soda water 
uses. Syrup made by this process never ferments, is always uni- 
form and ever ready, costing from 30 to 35 cents per gallon, 
according to the cost of sugar. There are several good percola- 
tors on the market today made for the purpose. 

Use one part of good, pure, concentrated fruit syrup to two parts 
of diluted syrup; use no coloring of any kind; .no preservative 
is necessary, as it is best to make a supply to last about two days; 
this does not apply to crushed fruit syrups. Make fresh daily, 
using equal parts crushed fruits and concentrated simple syrup. 
Lemon and orange can be made from their respective fruits by 
grating, mixing grated skins with granulated sugar in a mortar, 
then expressing the juices, using about twelve whole fruits, then 
sufficient water to make volume up to a pint or quart, fruits vary- 
ing in size, using about one pound sugar to Io ounces juice, which 
when finished makes a concentrated syrup, to be diluted one to 
three parts. 

A good formula that I have used for making chocolate syrup, 
which, however, must not be used after two or three days at 
most, is the following: Any good brand of chocolate in powder 
form, 8 ounces, add to this 12 ounces cold water, then let stand 
for half an hour, stirring with a pestle to a smooth paste; bring 
6 pints of diluted simple syrup to a boil, mix with the chocolate 
paste, adding enough water to make one gallon, boil for 20 min- 
utes, add enough hot water to make up volume, stirring occa- 
sionally; when nearly cold add 1% ounces extract vanilla. This 
may seem troublesome, but syrup made in this way will be per- 
fectly smooth and not precipitate, and will prove a trade winner. 
In buying concentrated syrup use any good brand, there are 
many made by reliable manufacturers. 


JPresented at the annual meeting of the Kentucky Pharmaceutical Asso- 
Clation, June, 1907. 
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To Clean Utenstls. 

Should you use a copper work board, keep it bright by using 
the following: Make a saturated solution of oxalic acid, 8 ounces 
to one gallon water; dip a hand scrub into this, then into pow- 
dered pumice stone, and scour, using plenty of water to wash 
away all poisonous matter; polish off with sapolio, and it will 
not tarnish. Use the following for cleaning greasy glasses, milk 
bottles and counters, it is much better and cheaper than soap: 
Take 2 pounds washing soda, dissolved in one gallon water, a 
small amount is a powerful cleanser. Keep all metal parts, glass- 
ware and mirrors bright. A few cut flowers give an inviting 
tone, cost little and look much better than artificial plants. Use 
plenty of good. attractive advertising, which is furnished so 
liberally by the makers of soda water supplies; push plain drinks, 
such as phosphates, root beer, coca cola, on which the most profit 
is made. Do not put in too many new specialties, as it ties up 
money and does not pay, since the demand must be created. 

After all, with about ten syrups, any progressive, live hustler 
can make the soda water business pay well and be a source of 
good advertising for any store. If you think that it is beneath 
your professional dignity to serve soda water, and you simply 
sell it because your competitor does, my advice is, do not invest 
money in a soda water fountain. It is not always necessary to 
have an expensive fountain to be successful, but bear in mind 
you must use the best of everything. Give the fountain the same 
care you give your prescription counter; don’t expect an inex- 
perienced boy to make business for you, hire first class help; it 
costs money, but you will be well repaid for your investment. 
I can prove, after sixteen years’ experience, that soda water 
does pay, and pays well. 


Selected Soda Syrup Formulas. 
Blood Orange Syrups for Soda Fountain. 
I 


Extract orange 4 drachms. 
Solution citric acid (50 percent.) 2 drachms. 
Pincture quillaja...% <igesseis.000 s0/0'e00-0090 GPACHIMS: 
Raspberry syrup (prepared for fountain) .4 oz. 
_— syrup 


a 


Oranges 

Tincture of soap bark 

Granulated sugar 

Water, sufficient to make 

Grate the oranges lightly onto the dry sugar contained in a 

mortar. Triturate thoroughly until the sugar is nearly converted 
into an oily paste. Then squeeze out the watery juice of the 
fruit directly onto the pasty sugar. Triturate once more thor- 
oughly and add water sufficient to bring the bulk up to 1 gallon. 
Now filter through cheese cloth and add the tincture of soap 
bark. 


Orange essence oz. 
Solution citric acid (50 percent.) oz. 
Tincture curcuma 
Simple syrup 
Orange essence is made as follows: 
Oil orange (sweet) oz. 
Alcohol pint. 
Water oz. 
Mix; allow to stand three days and filter. 


IV. 


Ess. orange (oil sweet orange, fresh, I 02z.; 

orange peel, fresh, 2 0z.; alcohol, q. s., 

PERE rat gi se aia tio tas scenes 4% ite Ger OR 
Solution citric acid (50 percent.)............ 2 02. 
Raspberry juice oz. 
Syrup, to make gall. 


iG. 
gall. 


JUICE OF IFESH OF ANBES 2 6.65666 occ ce esasee 2 pints. 
Water 2 pints. 
Sugar 

Cherry juice (to color, about) 

Citric acid solution (1 part in 2)........... 
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Frozen Mint Cordial. 


Spearmint syrup ..........+..+eeeeeeee eee 1% 07. 
en ee ee oer eT ee 2 dashes. 
IL skh hes bens cee ekhees eure eee e.s.aad8 oz. 


How to Serve.—Use an 8-ounce glass. First bruise a sprig of 
fresh mint in the glass and add syrup. Fill the glass two-thirds 
with shaved ice and soda q. s. Decorate with a slice of orange, 
cherries and a sprig of mint. 

Kola Beverages. 

Kola is a good article to push, but having very little taste of 
its own, needs a “filler.” For this purpose the best is the com- 
pound elixir of taraxacum of the National Formulary, if it has 
been stocked long enough to produce a good bouquet: 


MEPIS OE ER co oie be aaeka cakes es%ss 4 02. 
EMxir tarax. CO.......2....0..0.-2e0s-ese0s I pint. 
Orange, vanilla or raspberry, phosphate.... .7 pints. 


Use either of these, according to taste, but only about half the 
strength as when used alone. Give it a taking name, something 
to catch on with, and hang out a sign where the wheelers can 
see it while they whirl, such as “Bike Cola,” “Cyc Kola,” 
“Phospho Kola.” 

Royal Phosphates. 
MGGLC LEME ee Seabee sh beet I Oz. 


Cherry syrup 
ashes. 


ise RIREP eo.  o csa sexe occas eae 
Ce eo ee eee 2 
Serve with shaved ice and decorate with oranges and cherries. 


Hot Tom. 
Fluidextract of gentian ............... 14 oz. 
PRP IMO oir. ick ceeitsw ceases 6 drachms. 
Soluble extract of ginger.............. 2 drachms. 
Soluble extract of capsicum........... 2 drachms. 
Soluble extract of orange............. 2 drachms. 
ORE BUEID: 5 ciscwews oes aes cites 2 drachms. 
PONTO oo bens on ccanecutesssnens I gall. 
MUMPRUES TENN Cs isn cconieciektwewen'ss 2 oz. 
Wild Rose Syrup. 

Oe te ye | oy dl eee 2 02. 
DARREN BUNCE oka ceucn ssinsedsensuas 8 oz. 
ee ee ee eee - 2 02. 
Essence cochineal......................-20 minims. 
UNS Be RIE Seite roe ss cease waked I pint. 


Hot Chocolate. 

Preparations of chocoiate for hot drinks are made in a variety 
of ways; the simplest preparation of any, perhaps, consists of a 
mixture of powdered chocolate and refined powdered sugar, 
as foliows: 


Powdered chocolate 

Powdered sugar 

Mix thoroughly and transfer to wide mouthed bottle or can. 

Add two teaspoonfuls of the mixed powder to each cup; add the 
hot water slowly, and with constant stirring. 


II. 
PAPE  MENNNIOU e tcl ch ance avlew eee 8 oz. 
AUR on oa cok cuca redewes eanle 15 oz. 
SOE NIUE UT oo hes I Ib. 
ERA OE NEED Foo ce Tinceswc osccc sake 14 oz. 
LUPE) ES SRR ey nee ne ee Two 


Rub up chocolate with sufficient hot water to form a smooth 
paste and add to remainder of water in which has been dissolved 
the other ingredients. Pour about 1 fluidounce of this syrup 
in a hot soda water mug and fill the latter to the brim with hot 
water. Serve with a spoon. 

Hot Clam Bouillon. 


The popularity of clam bouillon, which is reputed to possess 
nourishing and stimulating properties of no mean order, is well 
attested by the prominence which this preparation is accorded 
by pharmacists. 

Where there is a large demand, it may be prepared in quantity 
by adding 1 quart of the preserved juice (Burnham’s) to 1 
gallon of hot water contained in a hot soda urn of the usual 
pattern; the bouillon prepared in this way may be drawn off 
in any quantity as desired; a little pepper is usually added to 
impart flavor. Small quantities of hot clam bouillon may be 
conveniently and rapidly prepared by pouring about %4 ounce 
of the preserved juice in a cup and filling the latter to the brim 
with hot water. It is served hot with a spoon. 


Clam Broth. 
PEMB G LET ehh ob ohh kaoc cane barn eieckusee 25 
TD Dy See ra nt ann ge ee 4 pints 
REM PENI a ee hay GON Sa eae erwe 2 oz. 
Lo EE eee ae te erie Sena pee! 4 02. 





AND 
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Chop the clams up fine, mix the whole together and boil for 
ten minutes; allow to cool and then strain. Should be served 
with half a cupful of milk and hot water. This makes it richly 
palatable. 





Soda Fountain Novelties. 


The following formulas from the April number of the Soda 

Dispenser represent late novelties: 
AMERICAN BISQUE SYRUP. 

Mash one pound of ‘roasted almonds in a large mortar, and 
rub into them one quart of simple syrup. Pour into a suitable 
dish, and boil for a few minutes. When cool, strain, and add one- 
quarter of an ounce of vanilla extract. To this add enough 
cream syrup to make one gallon. Simple syrup may be used 
and sweet cream added when the drink is served, if preferred. 

NIAGARA MIST SYRUP. 

Mix thoroughly 2 pints of simple syrup, I pint of sweet cream, 
1% ounce of extract of vanilla and 1 drachm of strawberry ex- 
tract. In serving, draw from 1% to 2 ounces of syrup into a 
12 ounce glass, then fill with soda, using both coarse and fine 
stream. 

SEA BREAKERS. 

Into a 12 ounce glass draw 1 ounce of vanilla syrup, 1% ounce 
or orange syrup and % ounce of grape juice. Into this break 
an egg and add a dash or two of bitters (Angostura), an ounce 
of sweet cream and a little ice; shake thoroughly, and fill 
with soda, as with all other egg drinks, then strain into a clean 
glass, and top with spice, if desired, 

COFFEE ICED FROTH. 

Mix together a quart of heavy whipping cream and a half 
pint of very strong coffee; to this add 12 ounces of powdered 
sugar, and whip the mixture until it is converted into a froth; 
place lightly in glasses, and serve. 


SHILLALAH SYRUP. 
os, Witter Gland (2-98) 6 ocd cscccccccenscween es sve evecd gtt. ss 
EM Hons ys chusnekn adc cbse dese eu ss he Sena wanes 698 gtt. il 
Re nos cehbeeSadw see teensetSerdnvebteeeeesens ccdacuee® ii 
CIRM, (RUE: CMTARINOU 5 oss & « 6<.0,50,0 56s 4 tips 6\ W066 0:6'0,5.0 G4» 010898 5 3i 
OE See yes ms are er er ra T- 3x 
i Ee ere ter Terre eee lg 
Pee TEMES: cS sc45Ausn 5 bon ee nase bases > oese snk sseawanewnis Siii 


Mix: Trim with sweet, large grapes. 
TAFT CORDIAL, 
FL. ext. kola........2-cccceccccccccccssccccecscccsccccsccceces ii 
cabs shee Au AAD NERA e Kane Rie Ra aes bOWsns See eKeee 


Tincture of fresh orange 
Tinct. cinnamon ........ 
Rose water 
Alcohol 

Mix; let stand two hours and filter. 


LEMON SYRUP. 





DE: Mica s5.suueeea kins Cea eon Gwe heus CARSON pe ses eeN 5viii 
SS a rr re ee ee ee OE ers re id 
RKee MCE OLtEON CEO DEK GORE) S66: .oik wisies-05 8 oon savies seueee 531i 
CJ. oie’ ceuuweus bb eat anbhsww ae thins see seeeeue lb. ixss 
MUMER GUCKE GEMS ReNenbESal ee hash Owens au enS he need eee ceseNbee x 


Peel the lemons, chop the peeling fine, and exhaust with the 
Press out the iuice of the lemons and add it to the 
alcoholic extract. Make a syrup of the sugar and water, by the 
aid of a mild heat, let cool and add the citric acid solution. Beat 
up the whites of eight eggs to a stiff foam, stir it into the syrup, 
and apply a slow heat, just sufficient to coagulate the albumen. 
Now strain, and finally add the alcoholic extract and lemon juice. 


alcohol. 


LITTLE RED HEN. 

Into a 12 ounce glass draw 2 ounces of raspberry syrup, and 
add % ounce of raspberry vinegar, 1 egg and a little fine shaved 
ice, shake thoroughly, strain into a clean glass, and serve. 

NECTAR PUNCH. 

Make a syrup as follows, and use from a punch bowl, if de- 
sired. Mix lemon, strawberry and orange syrups in equal quan- 
tities, and add 4 ounces of solution of acid phosphate to each 
gallon. If used in a punch bowl, decorate with sliced oranges. 
To serve, draw an ounce and a half in a 10 ounce mineral glass, 
half full of fine ice, and fill with soda, serving solid, decorat- 
ing with a maraschino cherry. This should be a favorite with 
the ladies in hot weather. 
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Notes ya 





Queries 


Answers 





The Renewal of Prescriptions Containing Morphine.—O. 
asks if it is permitted under the regulations of the State Board 
of Pharmacy and the City Health Department to renew prescrip- 
tions containing morphine without a fresh prescription. 

There is nothing in the pharmacy law or in the Sanitary Code 
of the New York Department of Health to prevent druggists 
from renewing prescriptions that contain morphine without an 
order from the prescriber. There is, however, an old provision 
of the Penal Code of the State of New York which provides that 
prescriptions containing more than 1-20 of a grain of morphine 
in each dose must not be renewed, the patient being obliged to 
consult the physician and get a new prescription if the medicine 
is to be repeated. It is one of those laws that, like a great 
many others, are buried in the Penal Code of this state, only to 
be resurrected for use during the prosecution of some case under 
the criminal statutes. It is not a law that is generally enforced. 


Moth Powders Containing Naphthalene.—B. B. asks for 
the formulas of moth powder compounds containing naphthalene 
as a base. 

Various mixtures ot naphthalene and camphor and naphthalene 
and insect powder with carbolic acid and turpentine have been 
proposed from time to time for destroying moths and that class 
of insects, perhaps the best of the number being the following: 

COMPOUND NAPHTHALENE MOTH POWDER. 
Naphthalene 
Colocynth 
Snuff 
Insect powder 


5XXxXii 


Oil turpentine Ea SR AVERT Ae ice eine aronsterecs ecg 

Mix all the powders well together, spread out on a sheet of 
paper and sprinkle the oil evenly over the whole. Then mix 
again and pass through a fine sieve. It should be put in a tight 
package, preferably the usual insect powder cans. The “filler” 
is usually bran, sawdust, corn meal, etc. If desired, perfume can 
be added to this powder, oil of cedar being very appropriate, and 
also adding materially to its efficacy. 

The ingenuity of the pharmacist can be turned advantageously 
to the formulation of appropriate mixtures from the selection of 
formulas which follow, and no trouble should be experienced in 
hitting upon suitable names to designate the compounds. 


Camphor 
Insect powder 
Naphthalene 
Carbolic acid 
Mix all together, the solids being in coarse powder, and pack 
in canisters. 


Patchouly 

Valerian 

Camphor 

Naphthalene 

Scotch snuff 

Orris root 

Sumbul root 

MOYES aM AEN ose cc sosd celehaia wile nih Ba sade wa Nie x Sees OS 

ROSE OU US ie. sg ese 008 a5, oiosdin 6 dl S.c wie telsia nea as 

Reduce the solids to powder and incorporate with the 

remaining ingredients. 


fine 


Naphthalene ... : 3iii 
Capsicum 5iii 
Insect powder 3xvi 
Wp ettse SOD OIIEY Shs is wh gs eo 5b ew Shea Tee sudearOl 
Reduce the capsicum and naphthalene to fine powder and mix 
well with the other ingredients. 








Naphthalene 
Starch 
Orris root 
Patchouly herb 
Camphor 
Reduce all to powder and mix well. 


r 


Naphthalene, powdered ......... 
Oil cedar 
Dalmatian insect powder 


Put up in 10 cent packages. 

Liquid preparations for spraying near the haunts of the pests 
are preferred by some, and to meet the demand for these one of 
the following compounds may be put up: 


Naphthalene 

Camphor 

Benzin wn abe 

PP AtOROMINKOR iidesia oti a ahg ood eead 4 Vales as OSS 

The naphthalin is dissolved in the benzin, and to this is added 

the camphor and the oil of patchouly. The fluid is sprayed freely 
in the closets and drawers, and is said to be very effective. prov- 
ing completely destructive to the larve. 


Naphthalene 

Carbolic acid 

Camphor 

Oil of turpentine 

Alcohol reer rr rere eee 

Ue Of - TUPDENTINES i sieaisses-s <eceaae cans 

In preparing the second formula it will be found advisable to 
dissolve the first three ingredients in the alcohol, and add the oil 
of turpentine and flavoring oils to the solution so formed. 

Folded Seidlitz Powder Papers.—W. L. S. writes: “Some 
years ago there appeared in the AMERICAN Druaoist an adver- 
tisement of folded seidlitz powder papers, and in searching my 
files I failed to find the numbers containing the advertisement. 
[ should be thankful if you would kindly inform me of the 
name and address of the manufacturers.” 

Our querist refers evidently to a manufacturer of seidlitz 
powders put up in boxes ready for sale at the counter. Several 
manufacturers of pharmaceutigals make and market ready pre- 
pared powders of this description, but the pioneer in this work, 
who is still in the business, is C. R. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Statement of Percentages of Alcohol in Official Prepara- 
tions Under the Whitney Law.—C. W. G. writes: “Will you 
kindly inform me if the Whitney bill, which recently passed the 
legislature (New York) requires a statement on the label of the 
percentage of alcohol contained in tinctures and standard reme- 
dies that are official in the United States Pharmacopeeia ?”’ 

It is provided in the law that prescriptions and drugs recog- 
nized in the United States Pharmacopceia, the National Formu- 
lary and the homeopathic pharmacopeceias shall be exempt from 
the misbranding provision of the Whitney bill (Assembly Bill 
No. 2026), 
Hughes. 


Doane, 22 Meserole street, 


now veto of Governor 
(d) bearing on the declaration of alco- 
hol content, reads, “If the package or label thereof fail to bear a 
statement of the percentage by volume of alcohol and the quan- 
tity or proportion of morphine, opium, heroin, chloroform, can- 
nabis indica, chloral hydrate or acetanilide, or any derivative 
or preparation of any such substances contained therein,” the 
drug shall be deemed to be misbranded, and the person offering 
it for sale, or causing it to be sold, knowing it to be so mis- 
branded, will be guilty of a misdemeanor, and the drug shall be 
forfeited to the State Board of Pharmacy, and by it destroyed. 


awaiting the approval or 
Subdivision 3 
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The exempting clause is contained in subdivision 3 (f) of 
section 197, and reads as follows: “Provided that nothing in this 
paragraph shall be construed to apply to the compounding and 
dispensing of drugs on a written prescription by a legally au- 
thorized and registered physician, dentist or veterinarian, which 
prescription shall be kept on file by the dispensing pharmacist 
or druggist, nor to drugs recognized in the United States Phar- 
macopeeia, the National Formulary, or the homeeopathic phar- 
macopeeias, which are not adulterated, are sold under the names 
by which they are recognized therein, and not sold under a pro- 
prietary name, trade name, or trade-mark.” 


Zinc Boropicrate (Chrysyl).—Picric acid, 349; boric acid, 
62; water, about 400, are heated together, and zinc oxide, 82, is 
added to the solution. The resulting yellow powder is introduced 
as a sedative or drying agent for use in the treatment of skin 
affections and for ophthalmic application—L’Union Pharma- 
ceutique through Pharmaceutical Journal. 

Ethyl Borosalicylate (Boryl).—This compound is obtained 
by heating together boric acid, 62: salicylic acid, 138: 
about 200; then adding to the solution alcohol (95 per cent.), 60; 
sulphuric acid, about 40; and boiling (under a reflux condenser ). 
When esterification is complete, and after washing with water 
to remove the sulphuric acid, boryl is obtained in crystalline 
needles, with a higher melting point than that of salicylic acid. 
It is intended for use externally and internally as an antiseptic, 
and for the treatment of rheumatism.—L’Union Pharmaceutique, 
through Pharmaceutical Journal. 


water, 


A New Pill Excipient.—An excipient for pills of drugs 
having an oxidizing action or which are otherwise incompatible 
with organic substances, described in the Bulletin Commercial, 
is cited in the Pharmaceutical Journal. Such chemicals as potas- 
sium permanganate, gold chloride, silver nitrate, mercuric iodide 
or chloride, potassium bichromate, etc., find a very suitable 
medium in pills made after this formula. The excipient is com- 
posed of kaolin, 2 Gm., anhydrous sodium sulphate, 1 each 
thoroughly pulverized and calcined, and 1 Cc. of water. The 
two powders and the drug are thoroughly mixed before the 
is added. The pills must be made immediately, as the 
mass remains plastic for only about six to ten minutes, and after 
a quarter of an hour it becomes very hard. 


Gm., 


water 


In spite of this it is 
easily soluble and will disintegrate after a minute or so in cold 
water. Carles, who devised this formula, reports that he 
found pills made eight years previously to be as easily suluble 
and chemically as active as when they were made. 

Petrifying Liquid.—Successfully used on stone, brickwork, 
and other porous surfaces. Waterproofs, preserves and chemi- 
cally combines with the surface it is used upon, forming lime 
resinate, etc. : 


has 


Petroleum spirit -Io gallons 
Soiled oil .... ree i eee 5 pints 
_ Pale resin 8 Ibs. 
Dissolve and strain. Apply with a brush. 
Basis for Medicinal Soaps.—In the new edition of the 
Japanese Pharmacopceia, a very practical process of preparing a 
medicinal soap basis is given. It reads as follows: 


Warm 
Sodium hydroxide solution (specific gravity: 
1.17) 6 oz. 
on a water bath; ——- add to it, under stirring, a mixture of 
Hog’s lard. Sook pb aa wen oeeee ak sss eees 
Olive oil oz. 
after warming the mixture for half an hour, add 
Alcohol Oz. 
stir the resulting mixture, until a homogeneous mass is obtained, 
then gradually add 
Water oz 
and heat the mixture, adding, if necessary, a small quantity more 
of sodium hydroxide solution, until complete saponification takes 
place. When a portion of the saponified mass clearly dissolves in 
hot water, add to it a filtered solution of 
Sodium chloride 
Sodium ,carbonate 


3 drachms 


Water .10 oz. 
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heat the whole mass, under stirring, until the soap is completely 
separated; after cooling, remove the mother liquor; wash re- 
peatedly with a small quantity of water; press strongly; cut into 
small pieces, and dry in a warm place. 


The amounts given here are figured out from parts named 
in the original, and to insure accuracy each ingredient, liquids 
and solids, should be weighed. 

Odontine Tooth Paste.—The following formula for a 
tooth paste, bearing the name Odontine, is given in a French 
drug journal: 

Precipitated chalk (colored with carmine)..450 
Pulverized orris root 

Pulverized pumice stone 

Sugar of cumarine 

Mucilage of acacia (I to 2) 

Glycerin 

Peppermint oil 

Sage oil 

Clove oil 

Rhodium cil oO. 

Mix the powders and the oils and incorporate them with the 
glycerin and mucilage. 

Tuberculine Ointment is composed of equal parts of 
tuberculine-old and anhydrous wool fat, the tuberculine being in- 
corporated with the wool fat, heated to 20 to 30 degrees C. Kept 
on ice the ointment will retain its activity for months. It is used 
to determine the existence of tuberculosis, by inunction, I0 
drachms being sufficient for 100 test applications. 

Adulterated Santonin.—The high price of santonin and 
the speculative activity of certain firms in this commodity, led 
Lucchini (Bol. Chim. Form., vol. 1, p. 7) to investigate the purity 
of some specimens of the drug which are on the market. From 
the solubility of these preparations he concluded that some of 
them were about 25 percent. defective. At a temperature of 
115° C. the santonin melted into a caramel-like mass, whereas the 
Italian Pharmacopeeia states that the melting point should be 
170° C. Lucchini discovered the presence of citric acid in these 
samples and suspected the presence of acetic acid. 

The Keeping of Radium Salts.—The usual method of 
keeping radium salts in hard rubber capsules is criticised by Jost 
in a recent note in the Chemiker Zeitung. He states that the 
radioactivity of a number of 5 and 10 milligramme specimens of 
radium bromide which he recently received packed in this man- 
ner was somewhat lower than it should have been. The speci- 
mens appeared to be 1 to 1.2 milligramme under weight, and on 
examining the rubber capsules in which they were received, it 
was found that the rubber showed numerous very fine cracks on 
the part of the surface which came in contact with the salt. These 
cracks contained particles of radium bromide which were very 
difficult to recover, and even after boiling the capsules they pos- 
sessed a strong radioactivity. He therefore advises that the 
radium salt should always be kept in glass receptacles. 

Nitrite Poisoning After the Internal Administration of 
Bismuth Subnitrate.—The Therapeutic Gazette (April, 1908) 
reviews a paper by A. Bohme which recently appeared in the 
Arch. fiir exper. Path. und Pharm., dealing with the above sub- 
ject. Bohme had encountered a case of fatal poisoning in an 
infant, resulting from the administration of large amounts of 
bismuth subnitrate by the mouth and by the rectum, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining radioscopic pictures. At the post mortem both 
nitric acid and nitrites were found in the blood and other fluids. 
He showed by experiments that distilled water is capable of 
splitting this salt to a certain extent by hydrolysis, with the pro- 
duction of nitric acid. Further experiments showed that human 
feces, particularly the feces of infants, is able to form nitrites 
from bismuth subnitrate, through the action of the bacteria 
which it contains. The clinical picture in the case of Bohme, as 
well as in one other such which he found in the literature, cor- 
responded to nitrite rather than to bismuth poisoning, and it 
seems probable that the symptoms were due to a process similar 
to that reproduced experimentally. He therefore concluded that 
bismuth hydroxide would be a more suitable drug for administra- 
tion in the large doses required for radioscopic purposes. 
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CONDUCTED BY FRANK FARRINGTON. 
Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for 
increasing trade, advertising experiences, information, 
and notes of interest usefulto the pharmacist in the prep- 
aration of his advertising matter. Specimensof current 
advertising will be reproduced, with suggestive analysis 
and criticism, and queries relative to advertising matter 
will be answered. To avoid delay address communica- 
tions to Department of Business Building, AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST, 66 West Broadway, New York. 











April Advertising. 

The specimens of advertising that have come to me this 
month have been of a very discouraging average. They are 
not terrible examples of the worst ads that could be made, but 
it would be less aggravating if they were. They are the sort 
that, while 1iot conspicuously bad, are hopelessly poor. They 
won't get any business, and they look as if they had been ground 
out of a machine by the carload. 

See the advertisement of the Economic Drug Company, for 
instance. Think of filling up advertising space with a rhyme 
called “Guarantee,” and think of such poor jingles being printed 
at all. If the advertisers had simply said “Economic System 


Tonic is great for sleeplessness and debility.” they would have 
saved wear and tear on a lut of type face, and had an ad a 
thousand times better. 


ECONOMIC 


st 


GUARANTEE, 


If you suffer with “Nerves” here {s the 


For Sleeplessness, Debility, its name 
Economic. 
It pas up the System—does vitality 
give. 
Buy it and try it and longer you'll ‘live, 
‘Tis a Stimulating Tonic for the nerv- - IS A RADICAL MOTTO WITH US. 
ous man of trade; ‘We must have the best or none. We 


For women of society most effective ’ 
Tonic made. always want to be SURE we are selling 


If the System needs rebuilding at once 
it gives it tone. 

*Tis a boon for all humanity—in value 
stands alone. 


the right goods only, and we will handle 
none but the purest and freshest Drugs. 
It ts the same with the Proprietary Arti- 


cles and all the Standard Remedies—we 
handle none but the most reliable 


SOAPS, SCENTS, TALCUMS, 
BRUSHES, SPONGES AND TOILET 
ARTICLES. 
’*PHONE 2,331. 


TWO STORES 


1019 Fillmore, near Golden Gate 
Phone Purk 1209 


R. W. FREYSCHMINT, 


-—DRUGGIST,— 
291 King street, Upposite Soolety 
y, 


502 Valencia, near Sixteenth CHARLESTON! 8. C 


Phone Market 77. 
We print two more machine made ads that simply fill up 
space and say nothing of interest to any possible reader. One 
is headed with a distorted attempt to make a catchy heading 
out of nothing. There is no use trying to make “Pure Drugs” 
into an attractive headline. Thousands have tried it over and 
over in every possible different way, and the result has been 
the same every time. The great American public is not con- 
sumed with anxiety and fear over the chance of buying a drug 
that is not just right. “Pure Drugs,” however it may be spelled 
or worded or designed, will never be a catchy heading. 
The same is true of “Superior Drugs,” which is only another 
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version of the same thing. ‘he cut that goes with the “Superior 
Drugs” ad is even worse. It conveys no suggestion of superior- 
ity. It does not help the advertiser in any possible way. It is 
merely a space wasting illustration which illustrates nothing 
and means nothing! 








Superior Drugs 


and all kinds of Medicines and 

Medical appliances. We also 

carry an enormous stock of fine 
TOILET AR. ICLES 


soaps, tooth powders, perfumes, 
etc. Our prescription depart- 
ment is unexcelled. Moderate 
charges. Absolute accuracy. 


ST. ROSE DRUG STORE 


Cor, Fourth and A WM. McK. STEWART 


“Your letter retlects you,” says the ad man of Engleken’s 








Pharmacy. By the same token does not your spelling reflect 
you also? If the [Engleken Pharmacy man wishes his stationery 
to remain stationary, he is on the right road. The ad man should 
insist on seeing proofs of his ads before they go to press, and 
should read them carefully for spelling and typographical errors. 
The best written advertisement may be spoiled by careless proof 
reading. The advertisement says, “There is nothing missing.” 
This is a mistake. All is missing in that the prices are missing. 
Such an advertisement without prices cannot prove effective. 
CHOICE STATIONARY 
Your letter reflects you. 
t reflects your taste and character. You are judged 
by your stationary as well as by your correspondence. 
Let us show you the latest in writing paper. 
Our line is complete. 
Chere is nothing missing. 
ENGLEKEN’S PHARMACY, 
Fifth and Broadway. 


This Hahman Drug Company ad is going it a little bit 
strong. Whether it means that theirs is the only good drug 
store in Santa Rosa or not, I cannot tell, though it leans that 
way quite perceptibly. I really believe that people who have 
been to Mr. Stewart's “St. Rose Drug Store” and bought drugs 
have found them perhaps just as pure as those they bought of 
the Hahman Drug Company. - 


DRUG COMPARISONS. 
Have you ever bought a drug at an ordinary drug 
store and afterwards bought the same drug from us? 
Didn't you notice a great difference in that you got 
a better quality here while the price was the same or 


less? 
THE HAHMAN DRUG CO., 
213 Exchange Avenue, 

Next to the big bank bldg. Free Delivery. 

Probably people in Santa Rosa have not noticed that they 
never got good drugs except when they went to the Hahman 
Drug Company store. Probably that claim is an exaggeration 
and as such will do more harm than good. 

There is nothing to be made by asserting that nobody else 
in town sells good goods. It may give a sense of personal grat- 
ification to get in a crack at a rival occasionally, but it doesn’t 
help get customers, and since the other fellow has his friends, 
it is not likely to make those friends feel any more friendly 
toward the writer of the ad. 


erate Se at ee 
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We have received a large number of large drug store adver- 
tisements from different parts of the country in the past few 
months, but as they are too large for us to reproduce in our 


COUPON 

So widespread has 
become the knowl- 
edge of Guilford’s 
coupon offers that 
hundreds of persons 
are availing them- 
selves of tnesé ex- 
traordinary valué- 
givings. 

This week Friday 
and Saturday we of- 
fer a full bottle of 
Gui!ford’s 
Little Liver Pellets 
containing 40 pills, 
regularly selling for 
ioc, for just half 
price, when accom- 
panied with this 
coupon. Eafficient re- 
lief for torpid liver. 
biliousness and dys- 
pepsia, 54. 


st Ave. 


Jelicious 


PURE Vermont 


the trees, when 
NLY, and with 
quality of this 








a 








Again ! 
Mentholated White /? and Tar Caupon 
Cc 


This valuable remedy—a new and effective com- 
bination of Menthol and White Pine and Tar—re- 
lieves hoarseness. rawness and soreness of the 
throat and air passages and conghs. To introduce 
this excellent product, this coupon and 15¢ will 
entitle the holder, at either of our stores, to a full 
25¢ bottle. T 











Coupons from Guilford Drug Company’s Advertisement. 


pages, we have been obliged to omit criticism of them. We give, 
however, a couple of coupons clipped from a large ad of the 
Guilford Drug Company, of Rochester, N. Y., showing the way 
offer checks through their 


in which they 


advertising. 


sprinkle special 


Hair Remover Ad on Milk Bottles. 


A correspondent of Printers’ Ink sends in a bottle stopper 
taken from a milk bottle delivered by a local dealer in Seattle, 
Wash., which bears the following advertisement : 

ANTIPILUS 
(Trademark) 

SAFE AND SURE 
Remover of Superfluous Hair 
The Raven Drug Co. 
Distributors Seattle 
Pat. ’o4 

Whether the singular and suggestive combination was the 
result of carelessness or design, the results will hardly prove 
beneficial to the milkman, whatever it may prove to the proprie- 
tors of Antipilus. 


The Difference Between the Optimist and the 
Pessimist. 


Twixt optimist and pessimist, the difference is droll, 
The former sees the doughnut, the ‘latter sees the hole. 
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CIGAR ADVERTISING. 


While drug stores are supposed to sell a better grade of cigars 
than other stores, druggists are slower about advertising these 
goods than other dealers. 

Cigar advertising can be a little nearer to what might almost be 
called “fresh” than any other sort of publicity. It is advertising 
that goes to men exclusively and to men who are apt to be 
posted on current slang and ready to appreciate a clever scheme 
even if it does play a small joke on them. 

A good scheme which can be followed up to advantage in in- 
troducing a new brand of cigar is the one described below. This 
one has been tried out and found successful. 

First a good nickel cigar was found which bore a girl’s name, 
in this case “Sally Ward.” 

Next a list of the names of the local smokers was made up 
and two post cards addressed to each name, one of these cards 
for each name being inscribed upon the back, “Come and find 
your Sally.” This was put on by a duplicator which reproduced 
the inscription in feminine handwriting. 

The second card to each name was inscribed in the same way, 
“IT am waiting for you,” and signed “Sally.” 

In the case of a druggist not having a duplicator of any sort 
it would not be expensive to have these and the rest of the writ- 
ing done by a girl. Of course, genuine handwriting in a stylish 
girl-like hand would be the best possible method. 

After the post cards are prepared, a letter should be prepared 
in the same writing on fashionable note paper like the copy below, 
the heading being made “My Dear Friend,” or in cases where the 
recipient could not take offense, “My Dear John” (using the first 
name). 

My Dear FRIEND: 

I've sent you two postals and haven't seen you yet. 
Aren’t you a little slow? If you should once see me, 
you'd be mighty fond of me in a short time. 


I’m waiting for you at Smith’s Drug Store. 
man there for me. Yours, 


Ask the 
SALLY Warp. 
(Over. ) 
This was placed on the front page of a writing paper sheet, 
and just over the leaf was stamped plainly with a rubber stamp: 


SaHy Ward. 
The Best 5c. Cigar. 
Six for 25c- 


When ail the cards and letters were ready the first card was 
mailed. The cards should be bought part at a time, so that the 
post office clerks will not notice the purchase, and they should be 
so that they will not know anything 
This is particularly necessary in a small 
People get- 
ting the cards are apt to ask about them at the post office window, 
and ignorance on the part of the force there is the best preventive of 
a leak. 

About three days after the first card, let the second be sent, and 
in about as much jionger the letter should be mailed, and when 
the letters are well in the office there should be a window display 
of Sally Ward cigars and signs. 

The goods should be placed where smokers will find them, 
with different shades of the cigar at hand, and the salesmen in- 


mailed surreptitiously, 
‘ . 

about who mailed them. 

place where every one knows every one’s business. 


structed to tatke particular pains with the inquiries that come as 
the result of the advertising. 

[f people are drawn in by it who would not care for such a 
cigar as the Sally Ward may be, they should be shown something 
else. The main thing is to get into the hands of every new 
smoker who is brought in by the advertising a cigar that will 
bring him back again. 

The plan will excite a good deal of attention and excite plenty 
of curiosity, and the climax will result in many new visitors to 
the store and it will do considerable good to the store’s general 
reputation as being up to date. People will say, “I tell you what, 
that fellow is a live advertiser all right. That’s a great scheme.” 
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The reputation for being the best advertising druggist is worth 
having. The more people talk about a store in a favorable way, 
the better the store becomes known. 


THE NEIGHBORHOOD DRUG STORE. 





How to Build Up and Maintain Business in the Residence Section 

; —Always Have the Goods—The Window Display as a Factor 
—Judgment and Tact in Selection of Displays—The Doctor’s 
Good Will. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Buffalo, N. Y., May 1.—The retail druggist who is located out- 
side the main business centre of a city has a problem to solve 
as to the attraction of trade that is not known to the druggist 
who is located where the people gather to do other business. He 
can depend very little on transient custom, and he must set about 
it to make himself known to his community, and he has to do 
this in his own way. Sometimes he succeeds, sometimes he fails, 
sometimes he does not even appear to try. 


Three Methods Open to the Neighborhood Store. 


A canvass of the Buffalo retail drug trade, assisted by a long 
residence here, indicates that the dealer who succeeds has one 


or all of three methods open to him, and he is very foolish if 





































Rovert K. SMITHER, 


of Smither & Thurstone, Buffalo. 

he does not employ them all. Perhaps the most successful build 
ers of trade out of the business centre in Buffalo is the firm, now 
incorporated, of Smither & Thurstone, which attributes its suc- 
cess first of all to having the goods, and never trying to make 
the customer take what is not asked for. The second reason 
is that the service in every way has always been made as per- 
fect as possible, and after that no little help has been obtained 
from advertising, mostly in the line of circulars. 


City Newspaper Advertising Out of the Question. 


It is agreed that advertising in the ordinary city papers does 
not help such stores. Others who have seen the big displays 
inserted by the downtown druggists have tried to imitate them, 
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instance 


he expenditure is money 


but they say that in every t 
thrown away. Nothing came of it. So a different plan had to 


be adopted. 

In the first place, the enterprising druggist who cannot attract 
transient trade must study his comniunity, just as if it did not 
belong to him and did not know him, but could be made to be 
very much of both. To be well and favorably known in one’s 
sales district proper is a great start, but in order to do that there 
must be some way to get the people inside of the store. 


How to Get the People Inside the Store. 


One of the Buffalo druggists who has had much more thar 


the ordinary experience in that 
line is F. A. Darrin, now located 
at Main street and Glenwood 


avenue, two miles from the busi- 
centre, as he has built up 
trade at other points nearer to the 
business centre. He said the other 
day that the window display was 
a great card, especially at a trans- 
fer point on a car line. He be- 
window 


ress 


lieved a use of 
space at such a point would pay 


the rent, and he had done it where 


proper 





the rent was as high as $1,200 a 
year. He referred to one of the 
downtown drug stores that kept a 
work all the time on five or six windows. 


KF. A. 
of Buffalo. 


DarRIN, 


Inan at 





Window Decorating as a Fine Art. 


This work of cannot be 


done by 


decorating, he observes, 
by any one else who does not study the situation a 


The window attrac- 


boys or 
great part of his time, on duty or off duty. 
tions must be good and clean, and they must be on the level 
of the person who has to go past them, or they are of no account. 
In this work any amount of tact is required, and any amount 
of it can be made to pay. The soda fountain is also a great card 
in this line, for it can be made to look attractive even more 
easily than a window can, and it often sets the character of the 
store, at least in the mind of the customer, and that is the thing 
to work for. 

The successful druggist advertises in about three ways, as 
is shown by the testimony of those who have tried it. If there 
is a strictly local paper to be had it can be used for displaying, 
as the rates are not high. This keeps the store always before the 
eyes of the readers of the paper, and it is not lost in a mass 
of other advertising, as it would be if put into a regular daily 

Then there is letter circular work. Circulars go out 
with the goods, and are distributed by Pick-up 
hoys are not fit for that work. Even the office boys cannot be 
trusted to do it. Some one who has made,a reputation for cov- 
ering the work given him must be employed. or he will throw 
away his circulars and go to the ball game. Every effort must 
be made to become known and regarded by the district. If one 
has what is now quite a rarity in the trade, a pure pharmacy, 
it would be well to make a strong bid for the doctors, and they 
should always be catered to more or less, as they add to the 
reputation of the store. All doctors get to preferring this or 
that store, and are well worth an effort to hold them, when once 
they become friendly. 

One druggist went into local advertising by studying the 
Gould system, and he showed his appreciation of it by taking 
their work. He says he used it before he knew where it came 
from. He does not try to reduce his advertising expenses to 
a percentage of his sales, but puts about so much money into 
that branch of his expenses every year. One Buffalo firm states 
that it is preparing to set up a new advertising system, but is 
not ready to say just what it is. They know how to carry on 
such work, and are not likely to make any very bad mistake. 


n 


and 
professionals. 
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THE NEW GERMAN PATENT MEDICINE BILL. 


(By our Regular Correspondent.) 


Darmstadt, April 30.—The paternal interest taken in the health 
of the citizen by the German Government has only recently found 
a competitor in the United States, but the Empire has scored in 
being the first to seriously attack the growing evil of quackery, 
which, in spite of our enlightened times, is practically on the 
increase in every country. 

“Quackery in general, and especia'ly secret remedies, are the 
cause Of serious economic disturbances and danger to the public 
health. Yearly large sums of money are wasted upon mostly 
worthless preparations to which healing properties are errone- 
ously attributed. The turnover in specialties and secret reme- 
dies is said to have reached in Germany for the years 1898 and 
1899 the sum of $7,500,000. With the financial losses is asso- 
ciated grave detriment to health. Accepting the fact that many 
of these preparations are composed of innocuous substances, they 
often, however, contain drugs possessing medicinal properties, 
or even powerful in action. For instance, of the seventy-five 
remedies advertised, against the use of which the public was 
warned by the loca! health board of Karlsruhe, forty-eight were 
found to be directly dangerous to health, and eleven as likely to 
prove injurious in the hands of the uninitiated.” This is the 
introduction to the draft of the bill against quackery and to 
regulate the question of secret remedies, which has been laid 
before the public. 

The measures provided in the bill may be grouped into three 
Quackery, remedies, advertisements bearing 
upon both. To deal with the first question, every person not 
holding the recognized qualifications and occupying himself in 
consideration of payment with the treatment of illness and bodily 
defects of man or beast must report himself to the police au- 
thorities. They must furnish full particulars regarding their 
person, and are bound to keep a record of all their transac- 
tions, which the police are empowered to inspect when they 
choose. It is forbidden for them to treat man or beast: (1) Ex- 
cept by personal examination (this prevents treatment by mail) ; 
(2) for venereal affections; (3) to use anesthetics having other 
than a purely local effect; (4) by hypnotism; (5) to use mystic 
performances. 

The punishments proposed for violations range from impris- 
onment for six months coupled with a fine, not to exceed $375, 
to a simple fine of $37.50. The regulations concerning secret 
remedies introduce some new and far reaching measures, en- 
abling the authorities to cope far more effectively. with this evil 
than they have been able hitherto. The Federal Council will be 
empowered to limit or to completely prohibit (and in this case 
also prohibit the importation) of appliances or articles intended 
to prevent, alleviate or heal illnesses, sufferings or bodily defects 
of man or beast, if their use is likely to prove injurious to health 
or if their sale is effected in a manner to deceive or exploit the 
purchaser. To deal with this question a special commission ‘of 
experts will be appointed by the Imperial Chancellor and _at- 
the Health Office. Before pronouncing a 
decision, the will enable the the 
incriminated preparation or his representative to defend his inter- 
ests. This sweeping regulation practically renders the sale of 
any patented preparation or specialty throughout the German 
Empire dependent upon the verdict of the authorities, and even 
vests them with the new power of excluding any, in their dis- 
At present, the outside limit of the existing law requires 


parts: secret and 


tached to Imperial 


commission manufacturer of 


cretion. 
that certain patents may only be sold upon a physician's prescrip- 
tion, and the introduction of secret remedies into the country is 
only attended by the maximum custom house charge of $125 per 
100 kilogrammes. 

In dealing with the question of advertisements, the draft 
bluntly provides the following punishments: 

Imprisonment up to six months and a fine up to $375, or one of 
either forms of punishment alone, will be the reward of the 
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person who publicly advertises or commends any article, con- 
trivance or method destined to prevent, alleviate or heal sexual 
diseases, to remove sexual impotence or to cause sexual excite- 
ment, to prevent conception or to produce abortion. The same 
applies to articles, etc., intended for the prevention, alleviation 
or healing of illnesses, sufferings or bodily defects of man or 
beast where the composition of the articles or the essential part 
of the treatment is not mentioned in the advertisement, or only 
alluded to in a veiled manner. This does not apply to advertise- 
ments in medical, pharmaceutical or veterinary professional jour- 
nals. The distribution of testimonials, thanks for results ob- 
tained, and similar communications will be treated as a public 
advertisement in the sense of this law. The sale of articles or 
contrivances which have been prohibited or limited by order of 
the Federal Council, or the importation of such forbidden goods, 
as well as the advertising of the same, will be punished by im- 
prisonment or a fine not exceeding $37.50. The articles will be 
confiscated if they are the property of the delinquent or his 
partner. 

To show that the perspicacious German law framers reckon 
with every eventuality, it is provided that he who undertakes the 
treatment of man or beast without possessing the legal qualifica 
tions or having complied with the requirements of this law in an 
instance where danger would result from delay and only does 
so until assistance arrives from a “Governmental authorized per- 
son,” will not be liable to the punishment he would otherwise 
incur, and therefore need not hesitate to render assistance where 
duty calls upon his human kindness. 

There is no doubt but that quackery has in Germany, as in 
many other countries, assumed really alarming proportions, and 
many instances can be quoted of persons, such as shepherds, 
doing a thriving business in their practice as health givers and 
recruiting their patients in all walks of life. The proposed pro- 
hibition of treatment by mail and the importation of condemned 
remedies is largely directed against numerous advertisers resid 
ing abroad, against whose wiles to extract the German’s cash 
hitherto not been armed with the neces- 


the authorities have 


Sary powers. 


Cocaine Fiend Arrested After Trying to Secure 
Drugs on Forged Order. 


Through the shrewdness of Oscar M. Reed, superintendent of 
McKesson & Robbins, who is determined to put an effectual 
quietus upon all future attempts to defraud that house with 
forged orders, an effort made by a self acknowledged cocaine 
fiend to secure that drug and other preparations from the firm 
has proved ineffectual, and the man who tried to secure the 
goods now is spending thirty days on Blackwell’s Island. 

The cocaine fiend, who gave his name as John W. Greer, 
and said that he had just come to New York from San Fran- 
cisco, entered the store of John Kiehl at 105 Third avenue on 
April 20 and represented himself as a drug clerk out of employ- 
ment. He worked upon Mr, Kiehl's sympathy to such an extent 
that he gave him 50 cents and one of his bottle labels, containing 
Kiehl's name and address, under the impression that the man 
wanted to return the money as soon as he was able. The fol 
lowing morning he presented to the city department of McKes- 
son & Robbins a forged order containing Kiehl’s label, which 
called for $7 worth of cocaine, trional and sulphonal. 

Mr. Reed watched the man, who appeared very impatient over 
the delay in filling his order. Believing something was wrong, 
Mr. Reed telephoned to Kiehl and learned that the man had no 
authority to use his label. Mr. Reed thereupon caused his arrest. 
The man was arraigned before Magistrate Finn in the Tombs 
Police Court, and after having been held for the grand jury, was 
indicted by that body, and later found guilty and sentenced to 
the City Prison for thirty days by the Court of General Sessions. 
The man confessed that fiend, and had at- 
tempted to get the other drugs merely as a blind. 


he was a cocaine 
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N. A. R. D. AND AMERICAN MANUFACTURERS FIGHT 
FOR CURRIER BILL. 

Hope to Secure Its Passage and Thereby Compel Foreign Patentees 
to Manufacture Their Products in the United States Within 
Four Years After Obtaining Patents Here or Else Lose Such 
Privilege Altogether—Foreign Proprietary Interests Oppose the 
Measure. 


Though the legislative committee and members of the 
N. A. R. D., as well as almost all American manufacturers of 
proprietary remedies, believe that they will succeed in effecting 
the passage through the United States Congress of the Currier 
bill (CH. R. 17869), which seeks to compel foreign patentees to 
manufacture their products in this country within four years 
after obtaining patents here or have such patents become void, 
these interests realize that they will have to combat the vigorous 
opposition of the representatives of foreign manufacturers of 
proprietary goods who will be directly affected by the enactment 
of such a law. 

This patent reform bill, which is similar to a law already in 
force in England, was introduced by Representative Currier, of 
New Hampshire, a few weeks ago, and this has heen backed by the 

A. R. D. since its introduction. Hearings have been held on 
the measure before the House of Representatives Committee on 
Patents and it is expected that the bill will be passed during the 
closing days of this session of Congress. 

The foreign manufacturers of proprietary articles, in many 
instances, have taken out American patents on their processes 
and goods solely for the purpose of preventing American manu- 
facturers from competing with the imported goods, and the 
holders of such unused patents will be compelled to make their 
goods in this country for sale here 1f the Currier bill is passed. 

The Parliament of Great Britain amended the English patent 
law recently so that British patents granted to foreign manu- 
facturcrs and not used within four years shall become void. 
The German manufacturers were annoyed greatly by the enact- 
ment of this British law, as they thereby may lose, in many 
instances, the patent rights which they secured in Great Britain 
many years ago. 

The Currier bill follows closely the British law by proposing 
to add the following provisions to Section 4886 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States: 

Provided, That at any time not less than four years after the 
date of a patent and not less than one year after the passage of 
this act, any person may apply to the Commissioner of Patents 
for the revocation of the patent on the ground that the patented 
article or process is manufactured or carried on exclusively or 
mainly outside the United States or its territorial possessions. 

The Commissioner of Patents shall consider the application 
and, if after inquiry he is satisfied that the allegations contained 
therein are correct, then, subject to the provisions of this section, 
and unless the patentee proves that the patented article or process 
is manufactured or carried on to an adequate extent in the 
United States or its territorial possessions, or gives satisfactory 
reasons why the article or process is not so manufactured or car- 
tied on, the Commissioner of Patents may make an order revok- 
ing the patent either 

(a) forthwith; or : 

(b) after such reasonable interval as may be specified in the 
order, unless in the meantime it is shown to his satisfaction that 
the patented article or process is manufactured or carried on 
within the United States or its territorial possessions to an ade- 
quate extent. 

“1%, within the time limited in the order, the patented article 
or process is not manufactured or carried on within the United 
States or its territorial possessions to an adequate extent, but the 
patentee gives satisfactory reasons why it is not so manu- 
factured or carried on, the Commissioner of Patents may extend 
the period mentioned in the previous order for such period, not 
exceeding twelve months, as may be specified in the subsequent 
order: Provided further, That any order or decision of the 
Commissioner of Patents on a proceeding for the revocation of a 
patent under this section shall be subject to an appeal to the Su- 
preme Court of the District of Columbia sitting in banc: Pro- 
vided further, That no such order or decision shall be made 
which is at variance with any treaty, convention, arrangement or 
engagement with any foreign country. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 261 

The House Committee on Patents already has _ strongly 
favored action by the House on the Currier bill and Mr. Currier, 
who is chairman of this committee, has served notice on the oppo 
sition that the committee intends “to report a bill in response to 
a widespread demand for patent reform legislation among the 
people’s representatives in Washington.” 

The N. A. R. D. also is urging the passage of H. R. bill 
15839. This bill seeks to amend Section 4886 of the Revised 
Statutes relating to patents, as follows: 

Any person who has invented or discovered any new and 
useful art, machine, manufacture or composition of matter or 
any new and useful improvements thereof, not known or used 
by others in this country before his invention or discovery thereof, 
and not patented or described in any printed publication in this 
or any foreign country before his invention or discovery thereof, 
or more than two years prior to his application and not in public 
use or on sale in this country for more than two years prior to 
his application, unless the same is proved to have been abandoned, 
may, upon payment of the fees required by law and other due 
proceedings had, obtain a patent therefor: 

Provided, That any patent issued to a citizen or subject of 
a foreign country shall be upon the same conditions and for the 
same term as are patents issued by such country to citizens of the 
United States: 

Provided further, (a) That no patent shall issue for a longer 
term. than seventeen years: 

Provided further, (b) That this act shall not affect any 
patent granted upon application pending at the time this act 
takes effect, nor any patent granted te a citizen or subject of 
a foreign country which has no patent system. 


Pressing for a Legal Decision on the Pharmaceutical 
Decree, 
(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Havana, Cuba, May 2.—Despite the intentions of the more 
moderate section of the pharmacists to leave the question of the 
decree of December 31 alone until any action by Governor 
Magoon should .awake it, the more militant members of the 
party headed by Doctor Arnauto are pressing for the judicial 
decision of the case brought by Doctor Arnauto before the Au 
diencia. It is expected that some action may be taken on this 
matter toward the middle of the present month. Meanwhile, 
everything is quiet in the trade, and general attention is dis- 
tracted to the more exciting amusement of active campaign of 
clectioneering. 

Gustave Ritter, of the Kny-Scheerer Company, of New York, 
manufacturers of surgical instruments, is here on a_ business 
visit. 


Strenuous Food and Drug Commissioner Censured. 


Indiscriminate, inconsiderate and drastic enforcement of the 
state food and drugs law of Wisconsin by State Dairy and Food 
Commissioner J, Q. Emery recently resulted in the censuring 
of Mr. Emery by Judge Charles K. Tenney, of the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court. 

Mr. Emery caused the arrest of a druggist in Milwaukee, 
Wis., recently on a charge of selling spirit of camphor of less 
strength than required by the standard prescribed by the U. S. P., 
which has been adopted as the standard for drugs within the 
State of Wisconsin. Judge Tenney found the druggist guilty, 
but remitted the fines on payment of the costs. The judge's 
action in remitting the fines called forth a severe criticism on 
the part of Commissioner Emery, which was published in a 
Milwaukee daily newspaper. 

In reply, Judge Tenney told the commissioner that the state 
laws similar to the national food and drugs law were enforced 
most actively in Indiana and Kansas, but in both of these states 
the authorities had shown a disposition to treat leniently manu- 
facturers, wholesalers, and retailers who unintentionally violated 
these laws. The judge further remarked that so far from assum- 
ing this attitude, Commissioner Emery apparently made it his 
business to persecute rather than warn offenders, and seemed to 
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take great delight in imposing penalties indiscriminately, instead 
of giving the offenders an opportunity to defend themselves or 
explain how they came to make the mistakes. 


DRUG INTERESTS AT WASHINGTON. 


Treasury Department Takes a Hand in Food and Drug Matters— 
Expert Board of Chemists Not Likely to Report for Eighteen 
Months—Pure Paint Bill Pruned—Labeling Mineral Waters— 
No Prospect of Change in Patent Laws. 

(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Washington, D. C., May 6.—As a result of the action of the 
Administration in stripping the Board of Food and Drug Inspec 
tion in the Department of Agriculture of one after another of 
its functions, that organization is reaching a point where its du 
ties are very nearly nominal. Little more than clerical work is 
now left for the Board to perform. 
ber of food inspection decisions within the past few weeks has 


The diminution in the num 


been notable, and shows to how small an extent the Department 
is regarded by the manufacturing and importing public. 
The Treasury Department Takes a Hand. 

The regulations governing the importation of all classes of 
foods and drugs are now entirely under the control of the 
Treasury Department, and it will be to that Department in the 
future, rather than to the Department of Agriculture, that the 
This 
not only with reference to foods, but with regard to 
drugs as The 
of drugs, issued by the 
already laid down in the decisions of the 


importer, if not the manufacturer, will look for rulings. 
is true 
well. recent decisions regarding the admission 
Treasury Department, follow the lines 
3oard of Food and 
Drug Inspection, but they constitute a precedent in the matter 
of control which may be made use of at any time by the issue 
of rulings not in conformity with those of the Agricultural 


Department. 
Independent Scientific Investigations by the Treasury Department, 
Not only has the Treasury Department assumed control of 
imported foods and drugs, but it has also taken over the power 
of determining the conditions under which scientific investiga- 
tion shall be undertaken for the purpose of ascertaining more 
fully the character of ingredients which have been adjudged 
unwholesome or unsuitable by the Bureau of Chemistry in the 
Department of Agriculture. This is seen in Secretary Cortel- 
you's action in determining to refer to a board of scientists, or 
at least to chosen experts in that field, the question whether sul- 
phate of copper used in greening vegetables should be regarded 
as so unwholesome as to warrant an order of exclusion against 
it. Secretary Cortelyou had before him some days ago, when he 
upon further investigation, an order of exclusion 
signed by Secretary Wilson, of the Department of Agriculture, 
and by Secretary Straus, of the Department of Commerce and 
Labor, as well. He nevertheless determined not to sign this 
order. At a later Cabinet meeting, exception was taken to the 
authority thus exercised by the Secretary of the Treasury, inas- 
much as the Food and Drugs Act vests the power of investiga- 
tion in the Department of Agriculture. The outcome was a 
compromise, by which the colored vegetables were ordered to be 
admitted, with an understanding that after this season’s pack 
they should no longer be suffered to enter the territory of the 
United States. Whether this partial determination will be lived 
up to remains to be seen, and meanwhile the Treasury still 
claims the right to control matters of investigation, tacitly, if 
not expressly. 


determined 


Dr. Taylor, of the Board of Expert Chemists, to Investigate 
Conditions in Europe. 
That the Board of Chemists, appointed to consider certain 
questions relating to the Food and Drugs Act, will protract its 
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sessions very much longer than had been anticipated is now 
certain. The board has directed Doctor Taylor, the California 
member of the organization, to go to Europe for the purpose of 
ascertaining what has been done in the Continental countries 
with reference to sodium benzoate, and has given him until 
November, 1909, to make his report. This means that in all 
probability none of the questions now before the Board will be 
settled for eighteen months, since it is understood that nothing 
will be finally determined pending the return of Doctor Taylor. 
Experiments relating to the physiological effects of sulphur diox 
ide are in progress at some four or five different laboratories, in 
which the same ground is being simultaneously covered, without 
regard to the work already done by the Bureau of Chemistry in the 
Department of Agriculture. Meantime, the investigations of the 
Bureau, which were to have been published long ago, are held up, 
and it is understood that they will not be made known until 
after the corresponding results of the board of chemists are 
completed. 


Labeling Mineral Waters. 


An important decision relating to the labeling of mineral 
waters has been under consideration of the Board of Food and 
Drug Inspection for some time past, but thus far without any 
definite decision, though one is expected shortly. This is the 
outgrowth of the elaborate hearing given by the Board to the 
proprietors of mineral springs and to the representatives of the 
bottling industry, early in the winter. The investigations of the 
chemists in the employ of the Board have shown that many of 
the so called mineral spring waters throughout the country con- 
tain hardly a trace of the mineral elements to which the virtues 
of these waters are attributed. Commercial inquiries have also 
shown that much mineral water is placed on the market with 
foreign names attached, notwithstanding that the water in ques- 
tion is drawn from domestic springs, some of which resemble in 
composition the spring waters whose names they have been 
assigned, while others have an entirely different composition. It 
has been felt by the Board that some degree of uniformity ought 
to be introduced into the labeling of these spring waters, and 
also that the bottling of the waters should occur under condi- 
tions to be prescribed in the interest of health. The decision was 
intended to cover all these points, and has been under consider- 
ation for weeks. It will be of considerable 
retailers of mineral waters, should its provisions be enforced 
under the regulations governing correct labeling. In this con- 
nection, it will be necessary to recall the penalties which are 
to be applied to those who knowingly retail a misbranded arti- 
cle. It now appears that the difference of opinion within the 
3oard, which has retarded the appearance of the decision, is due 
toa question whether waters bottled in one country should be 
allowed to bear the names of well known mineral waters which 
have become famous abroad. Some of the Board stand out for 
a strict application of the regulation against such practices as 
the transfer of well known names to new waters of domestic 
origin, while others are willing to recognize the practice. 


some interest to 


New Denatured Alcohol Regulations. 


New regulations relating to the manufacture, storage and 
delivery of denatured alcoho! have been formulated and made 
public by the Internal Revenue Division of the Treasury Depart 
ment. The regulations provide that stills operated under the 
supervision of specially designated officers at agricultural experi- 
ment stations may be established and may be conducted for the 
purpose of making denatured alcohol for use, directly on the 
premises, in producing heat, light and power. The alcohol pro- 
duced must be conveyed at once to locked storage tanks, and 
must be immediately and completely denatured. The regulations 
relating to the distribution and denatured alcohol 
simply extend the provisions heretofore applicable to denatured 
alcohol in general, to specially denatured alcohol, which is deliv- 
ered to retailers or consumers by tank wagon. 


storage of 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
‘‘ALMOND OIL, SWEET, FROM PEACH KERNELS.” 


Retail Druggists Charged for Almond Oil, Furnished Peach Kernel 
Oil—Less Than Half First Lot of Samples True to Name— 
Marked Improvement in Later Samples—A Fraud Easily 
Detected. 


Since January 1, the New York Board of Pharmacy has col- 
lected nearly 200 samples of expressed oil of almond in the City 
of New York, a large proportion of which, on examination, 
proved to be expressed from peach or apricot kernels, instead of 
from almonds. During the first two months of the year the pro- 
portion of peach kernel oil dispensed was over 50 percent., but 
the conditions improved rapidly as soon as it became noised 
about that the Board was making examinations, and the pro- 
portion of true oil dispensed in the latter part of the past four 
months has risen to very nearly go percent., leaving still a con- 
siderable proportion of dealers who sell the oil of peach kernel 
where the true almond oil is asked for. 

Wholesalers at Fault. 

In the vast majority of cases the retailer was enabled to 
convince the board that he was innocent of any intent to do 
wrong, as he had ordered true almond oil, and, in most cases, 
paid a price which justified him in supposing that he was receiv 
ing the genuine article. In lots of from one to five pounds, the 
oil of peach kernel sells at about 35 to 70 cents a pound; the true 
oil of almonds brings from 55 to 70 cents, according to quality 
and brand. It is easy to see that the wholesaler who charges 55 
to 70 cents a pound, and delivers peach kernel oil, is making 
quite a liberal margin of profit at the expense of the retailer and 
of the public, for the average retailer, unfortunately, is too prone 
to take the statement on the label of his wholesaler as being 
unquestionably true. 

Trade Usage No Excuse. 

In discussing this matter, Dr. George C. Diekman, who is 
chairman of the Committee of Adulterations on the Board, said 
to a representative of the AMERICAN Druccist: “The argument 
has been put forth by the large dealers that trade usage sanc 
tioned this misbranding, an argument which the Board will not 
and necessarily cannot for a moment admit as furnishing a valid 
excuse. As a matter of fact, the most serious offenders are not 
the retailers, but the men from whom they buy, for their of- 
fenses are committed with the full knowledge of all the facts, 
whereas the retailer can, at least in most cases, plead ignor- 
ance. This plea was well supported in many of the instances 
which came before the Board by the evidence of orders sent to 
the wholesaler, or by bills, and by the labels on the packages 
of the wholesaler. In one case a retail druggist presented an 
original package as received from his wholesaler, bearing the 
label, Oil of Sweet Almond, Genuine, and while the bill showed 
that he had paid 70 cents a pound, the analysis made by the 
Board proved conclusively that the substance was oil of peach 
kernel, and not oil of sweet almond. It is true that the retail 
druggist should know the difference between these two articles, 
and now that the druggist has been sufficiently warned, the Board 
will expect every druggist to see to it that when he dispenses 
almond oil the article sent out conforms with the requirements 
of the Pharmacopeeia. 


The Test Easily Applied. 

“The test for the detection of the peach kernel oil is so simple, 
so decisive and so easily applied that there is no reason why any 
retail druggist should allow himself to be imposed upon and sub 
mitted to the danger of prosecution hy the Board. Since the sub 
stitution of the peach kernel oil for that expressed from the 
almond is almost the sole adulteration practised, or, at least, the 
only one met with in our recent investigations, the druggist can 
protect himself by applying the one distinctive test to this oil, as 
laid down in the Pharmacopeeia. This test, as may be seen by 
reference to the. Pharmacopeeia, consists in vigorously shaking 
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2 Cc. of the oil with a mixture of 1 Cc. of fuming nitric acid in 
1 Cec. of water, when a whitish mixture should result, which, after 
standing for some hours at about 50 degrees F., should separate 
into a solid white mass and a slightly colored liquid. This test 
distinguishes the genuine oil from the fixed oils of peach and 
apricot kernels, which give a red color, and from sesame and cot- 
tonseed oils, which are colored brown. 


The Man Who Knows. 

“In view of the importance of protecting himself against pos 
sible prosecution by the Board, it would certainly be a good busi- 
ness investment for every druggist to apply this test to every lot 
of expressed oil of almonds which he buys, before selling any 
of it The retailer who makes it a rule to test his goods soon 
establishes a reputation with his wholesalers as being a man who 
knows, and he will find that after he has returned two or three 
lots of goods as not being up to the pharmacopceial standard. 
that the quality of goods delivered him will materially improve, 
and, what is quite important from a commercial standpoint 
there will not be any commensurate advance in the cost, though 
he may have to pay a little more. 

“Tt is absurd to say that pure drugs cannot be had, a defense 
which is occasionally put forth before the Board. We have no 
difficulty whatever in securing pure drugs for work in the 
College Jaboratories. Dealers know better than to send us an 
impure article. The retail druggist should establish for himself 
just this kind of a reputation with the wholesaler, and he will 
then have nothing to fear from a Board inspector, and any slight 
difference in the cost of his goods which may be involved by 
his insisting on securing pure drugs will be more than compen- 
sated for in the improved standing which he will take with the 
public as a man whose goods are thoroughly to be relied upon.” 


DINER FIGHTS FOR P. O. SUB-STATION 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 


Writes First Assistant Postmaster General That He Cannot Intimi- 
date Members of the N. A. S. P. O. C.S. From Attempting 
to Secure the Passage of the Bennet and Rayner Bills. 


[n » belief that the First Assistant Postmaster General is 
attempting unwarrantedly to prevent the passage of the two sub 
station salary bills, introduced last winter through the agency of 
the National Association of Superintendents of Post Office Con 
tract Stations, of which numerous druggists throughout the coun 
try are members, Jacob Dinef, secretary of that organization, 
wrote him on May 1 a scathing reply to his accusation that the 
members of the association’s executive committee were attempting 
to lobby their bills through Congress. Mr. Diner’s letting setting 
forth the rights of the association members, to which the First 
Assistant Postmaster General has not replied, was submitted to 
the executive committee of that body on May 5 and by it pre 
sented to all the members. This letter follows: 

“DEAR Sir: 

“Several letters recently have come to my knowledge which 
tend to prove that you are endeavoring to intimidate members of 
the N. A. S. P. O. C. S. so as to cause them to desist from their 
just and reasonable demands made to congress to regulate the 
salaries so that a man may know what remuneration he is going 
to receive for the amount of business transacted. In this con- 
nection, I desire to call your attention to the following facts: 

“Tt. Every man has a right to know what salary he is working 
for, and that is primarily the object of the Bennet bill and th« 
Rayner bill. 

“2. You yourself, in an interview at the time we endeavored to 
see Mr. Hitchcock, admitted that a schedule would solve the 
problem, and you also admitted that at present we have no means 
of knowing how the salaries are regulated. 

“3. You admitted before witnesses that the main reason why 
your office would be opposed to a schedule was that the present 
system enables you to accommodate political friends, and this is 
another reason why we are anxious to have a schedule published, 
because we are tired of being pawns in the chess game of politics. 
You may intimidate a few, but the writer is too well known as 
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a fighter to be intimidated, and I can assure you that I will fight this 
matter to the bitter end. Higher than the First Assistant Postmaster 
General is the President; above him stands Congress and, supreme 
above all these, the People, and I am one of the people. As 
secretary of the N. A. S. P.O. C. S., I challenge you to discipline 
me for taking steps to secure for myself and fellow-citizens the 
inalienable right inherent to all who work for pay, namely, the 
desire to know what the pay is going to be, and I promise you a 
good square fight on my part. 
“Yours truly, Jacos DINER.” 


The work of the N. A. S. P. O. C. S. is being pushed to the 
limit, but the executive committee of that organization fears that 
it will not be able to secure the desired legislation at this term 
of Congress, owing to the attitude assumed by Mr. Overstreet, 
chairman of the House of Representatives Committee on Post 
Offices and Railroads. 
are continuing to write to their representatives in Congress, urg- 


However, the members of this association 


ing them to pass the bills. 


THIS YEAR’S GRADUATES OF THE NEW YORK 
COLLEGE. 


Mrs. Estelle V. Wisendanger, of Woodmere, N. Y., Secures Free 
Scholarship, Second Alumni Prize, Trustees’ Special Prize for 
Excellence in Materia Medica and Second Place on the Roll 
of Honor—President Butler Unable to Attend Exercises—Dr. 
Chandler Presides in His Stead and Confers Degrees. 


Two valuable prizes, one a silver medal and the other $100, 
a free scholarship and the distinction of being second on the 
honor roll of the New York College of Pharmacy, were an- 
nounced as having been won by a woman, Mrs. Estelle V. 
Wisendanger, at the seventy-cight annual commencement of that 
college, which was held in Carnegie Music Hall, at Fifty-seventh 
street and Seventh avenue, on Thursday evening, April 30. Mrs. 
Wisendanger won the free scholarship prize offered by the Man 
hattan Pharmaceutical Association, the handsome silver medal 
awarded annually as the second alumni prize and the special 
prize of $100 awarded by the trustees tor superiority in the 
study of materia medica. 

Eugene C. Osborn won the gold medal or first alumni prize, 
and William McKay Smith, the bronze medal or third alumni 
prize, while Nathan E. Truman secured the trustees’ special prize 
of $100 for excellency in pharmacy, and Felix Resnick, who was 
not an honor roll student, won the trustees’ special prize of $100 
for extraordinary proficiency in chemistry. 
Because of urgent business connected with Columbia Uni- 
versity, Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, president of the university 
and of the college, was unable to attend the commencement, 
but Dr. Charles F. Chandler filled his place in conferring the 
degree of Ph. G. and in making the addresses to the graduates. 
Each feature of the programme was followed by a musical selec- 
ion by the Seventh Regiment Band. 

After the entrance of the officers, trustees and faculty of the 
college, the members of the graduating conducted by 
Hieronimus A. Herold, made their appearance, marched through 
the centre aisle of the hall and were seated upon the stage. They 
were followed by the members of the food and drug analysis 
course, who were conducted by William H. Ebbitt. 

The Reverend D. Asa Blackburn delivered a prayer and Dr. 
Chandler made an address of welcome to the graduates. Dr. 
Chandler then conferred the degree on the members of the gradu- 
ating class of the college, and Dr, Henry Hurd Rusby, dean of 
the college, delivered an address on Our Food and Drug 
Analysts. 

The alumni prizes were awarded by Dr. George C. Diekman, 
registrar of the alumni association, to Mr. Osborn, Mrs. Wisen- 
danger and Mr. Smith as having scored the highest number of 
points in the final examinations. Out of possible 1,200 points, 
Mr. Osborn scored 1,115 points, or 92.91 percent., while Mrs. 


class, 
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Wisendanger made 1,074 points, or 89.50 percent., and Mr. Smith 
made 1,066 points, or 88.88 percent. 

The reading of the roll of honor was accomplished by Pro- 
fessor Virgil Coblentz. In addition to the three winners of the 
alumni prizes, the following students were included in this roll 
of honor: Arthur L. Henriksen, 1,062 points, 88.50 percent. ; 
Louis T. Blatz, 1,061 points, 88.41 percent.; Edward O. Dalton, 
1,060 points, 88.33 percent.; Miss Daisy E. Kemble, 1,056 points, 
88 percent.; Nathan E. Truman, 1,051 points, 87.58 percent.; 
George A. Lindsay, 1,048 points, 87.33 percent.; John H. Hecker, 
1,034 points, 86.16 percent.; David Rabinhovitz, 1,031 points, 
85.91 percent.; Harvey R. Cooper, 1,027 points, 85.58 percent., 
and Richard J. Sepples, 1,025 points, 85.41 percent. 

Advice to the Graduates. 

In making his address to the graduates, Dr. Chandler said: 

“Do not think that your completion of the two years’ course 
in the College of Pharmacy has completed your education. That 
has only just begun. You should continue your studies by read 
ing scientific books and journals and the writings of great men 
who have gone before you. The most important element of suc- 
cess is common sense. but this should be accompanied by hon 
esty, intelligence and industry. There is no such thing as luck 
There is, however, opportunity and opportunity comes to every 
one. You must seize it when it when it arrives. Keep clear of 
graft and remember that an ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure. Be good citizens; take an interest in public af 
fairs, but do not become professional politicians, who are of no 
use to anyone.” 

While awarding the trustees’ special prizes of $100 each to 
the three students who took the highest stand in chemistry. 
materia Walter A. Bastedo 
mented upon the fact that Mr Resnick was the first student 
not on the honor roll, to whom such a prize had been awarded 

Edwin Mackay Davis delivered the valedictory address and 
the Reverend Mr. Blackburn pronounced the benediction. The 
distribution of 


medica and pharmacy, Dr. com 


flowers concluded the exercises. 


The List of Graduates 
who received the degree of Ph. G. follows: George W 
Bendt, Louis T. Blatz, Abraham J. Block, Michael H. 
sky, William De Bellis, Samuel Edelman, Walter R. Eimer. 
Harold leuereisen, William Finkeistein, Charles F. P. Gaspard, 
John H. Hecker, Frederick W. Heine, George Hohmann, 
Llewellyn M. Kaufman, Israel Levitow, Leo Liebermann, 
Joseph Panebianco, Frank J. Ramirez, jr., Felix Resnick, 
Isidor F. Ringler, Angelo G. Savarese, John G. Savarese, Sal 
vatore Scorza, Henry H. Stiller, Walter G. Straehler and 
Spencer H! Travis, of New York City; King S. Chittenden, 
Arthur L. Henricksen, Daisy E. Kemble, Charles M. Roes and 
Joseph N. Shatzkin, of Brooklyn; Theodore F. Bahr and Carl 
G. Bongartz, of Jersey City, N. J.; Virginia Baker, of Middle 
town, N. Y.; Augustin Blanco, of San Juan, Porto Rico; Alfred 
O. Boyd, of Panama, Republic of Panama; Oscar L, Brecklein, 
of Kansas City, Mo.; Viola E. Breunig, of Newark, N. J.: 
Howard P. Brown, of Swanton, Vt.; Erwin J. Brownell, of 
Mexico, N. Y.; Edward A. Burroughs, of Metuchen, N. J.: 
Harold E. Bykowsky, of Marlin, Tex.; Daniel W. Caldwell, of 
Newburgh, N. Y.; Byram E. Coleman, of Boonton, N, J.; Har- 
vey R. Cooper, of Walden, N. Y.; Edward O. Dalton, of Syra 
cuse, N. Y.; Edwin M. Davis, of Elizabeth, N. J.; Karl H. 
Driggs, of Sayre, Pa.; Asuncion Estrada, of Cardenas, Cuba: 
William P. Finn, of Dansville, N. Y.; Eva S. Forman, of New- 
ark, N. J.; Hans W. Gesell, of Weehawken, N. J.; Clarence B 
Glatt, of Whitesboro, N. Y.; John P. Henggler, of Paterson. 
N. J.; Laura B. Hornby, of Glen Gardner, N. J.; Karl H 
Jurgensen, of Astoria, N. Y.; Joseph A. Kopejzna, of Astoria, 
N. Y.; George A. Lindsay, of Amsterdam, N. Y.; George W. 
McCann, Jr., of Springfield, O.; Jennie M. McSweeney, of Long 
Lake, N. Y.; Eugene C. Osborn, of Davenport, Ia.; Pedro E 
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Perez, of Santo Domingo, S. D.; Samuel Pollock, of Wee- 
hawken, N. J.; Manuel C. Preciado, of Panama, Republic of 
Panama; David Rabinnovitz, of San Carlos, Ariz.; Dominick A. 
Rossomano, of Corona, N. Y.; Richard J. Sepples, of Litchfield, 
Conn.; William McKay Smith, of Bronxville, Conn.; Frederick 
J. Snyder, of Yonkers, N. Y.; Albert A. Teeter, of Plainfield, 
N. J.; Stanley W. Thomas, of Yonkers, N. Y.; Frederick L. 
Tiffany, of Bridgehampton, N. Y.; Nathan E. Truman, of Bain- 
bridge, N. Y.; Ralph Y. Vernon, of Florida, N. Y., and Mrs. 
Estelle V. Wisendanger, of Woodmere, N. Y. 


Food and Drug Analysts. 


The graduates of the food and drug analysis course who re- 
ceived diplomas are: Morris Freidman, James Gregg, Frank 
Philip Hoffman, Louis Klein, Sardo Antonio and Ernest All- 
bright Peppmuller, of New York City; Jacob S. Ohriner and 
Max Wolfram, of Brooklyn; Jeannot Hostmann, of Hoboken, 
N. J.; William Howell Hulse, of Washingtonville, N. Y.; Mer- 
ritt Wilson Lozier, of Newburgh, N. Y.; Thurlow Weed Morgan, 
of Bluffton, Ind.; John Kibber Oakes, of Haverstraw, N. Y.; 
Clarence Johnson Ritter, of Yonkers, N. Y.; Eugene M. Schick, 
of Bethlehem, Pa.; Lee Walter Twiggar, of Ossining, N. Y., and 
Samuel Arthur Weiss, of Yonkers, N. Y. 


PLANS POR STATE MEETING. 


Local Committee Arranges for Ramble Around Mountain Roads, 
Coaching Parties, Euchre, Musical, Reception and Banquet as 
Well as Six Business Sittings. 


Details of the business sessions and entertainment features 
of the approaching annual meeting of the New York State 
Pharmaceutical Association, to be held in the Mountain House, 
in the Catskills, during the week June 23 to 27, have just been 
made public by the local committee on entertainment of that 
organization. Although a rough outline of the entertainment 
already has been made, the committee deems it desirable to dis- 
close numerous particulars of the many diversions which are 
planned in order to induce every member of the association to 
attend the convention. 

After the members and friends, with their wives and daugh- 
ters, have arrived at the Mountain House on Tuesday, June 23, 
they will be afforded an excellent opportunity to view the sur- 
rounding country by taking a ramble around the mountain roads 
with guides. On Tuesday evening, the reception to Charles L. 
McBride, president of the association, will be held in the ball 
room of the hotel. On Wednesday afternoon, the members and 
friends, with their ladies, will be offered the privilege of enjoy- 
ing a coaching party through Elko and Sunset Parks toward Tan- 
nersville by way of Haines Corners, returning to the hotel about 
5:30 p. m. On Wednesday evening, they will indulge in a 
Venetian carnival on the Catskill Mountain Lake. This lake, 
which is a mile long, will be surrounded with Japanese lanterns 
hung from the boughs of the trees on its borders. Lanterns also 
will be swung from the boats and carried on poles by the par- 
ticipants in the gala festivity. 

On Thursday afternoon, the members, friends and their wives 
and daughters will participate in a euchre party in the hotel, 
at which seventy-five handsome and valuable prizes will be dis- 
tributed. Many of these prizes include orders for goods valued 
at $12 to $15 each. It is expected that fully 400 will engage in 
the contest for these prizes. 

On Thursday evening, the Traveling Men’s Auxiliary will 
give a musical entertainment in the parlor of the hotel, and on 
Friday afternoon the ladies will join a coaching party on a drive 
to the Kaaterskill, Laurel House and the Kaaterskill Falls, 
returning about 5 p. m. On Friday evening, the grand banquet 
will be held, at which celebrated speakers will deliver addresses. 
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The first business session will be held Tuesday morning at 
9 o'clock; the second sitting on Tuesday afternoon at 2 o’clock; 
the third sitting on Wednesday morning at 9 o'clock, and the 
fourth sitting on Thursday morning at 9 o'clock. Following the 
third sitting, the election of a member of the Middle Branch of 
the New York State Board of Pharmacy will be held between 
12m. and 1 p.m. The fifth business sitting will be held Friday 
morning at 9 o'clock, and the sixth sitting on Friday afternoon 
at 2 o'clock. 

The local committee urges all members, upon their arrival in 
Catskill on June 23, to secure rebate tickets to the Mountain 
House, which involve a return rate of only $1.25 from week 
of June 19 to 29. 

The members of the local committee who have arranged the 
business and entertainment of the convention are William L. Du 
Bois, of Catskill, chairman; Dr. William Muir, of Brooklyn; 
Richard A. Austin, of Cairo, N. Y.; Louis B. Decker, secretary; 
Dr. F. C. Clark, of Catskill; E. M. Sedgwick, of Catskill; Chesley 
Lasher, of Catskill, and Arthur S. Wardle, of Hudson. 


Phenacetin Dutiable as an Alcoholic Medicinal 
Preparation. 


The Board of United States General Appraisers held recently 
that acetphenetidin or para-acetphenetidin is dutiable at 55 cents 
per pound as an alcoholic medicinal preparation, and not at 25 
percent. as a medicinal product in which alcohol was not used, 
as claimed by the importers. 

General Appraiser Lunt, who wrote the opinion for the Board, 
stated that the Merck case, wherein the United States Circuit 
Court held paraldehyde to be dutiable as a non-alcoholic prep- 
aration, was not controlling, for the reasons that even though 
aldehyde could be manufactured from alcohol, still paraldehyd« 
and aldehyde were two scientifically distinct articles and dealt 
in commercially as separate commodities. 

In this case the Board found that grain alcohol was used in 
the production of ethyl bromide, a necessary ingredient in the 
manufacture of phenetidin. 

The importers failed to give sufficient evidence that alcohol 
was not used in the products, and the Board affirmed the col 
lector’s assessment in each case. 

O. M. Matz 
Powers-Weightman-Rosengarten 


& Cohen, New York. 
Philadelphia, 


Krembs, Chicago; and 
Company, 


importers mainly interested in the ruling. 


were 


The Ebert Memorial. 


The Committee on Ebert Memorial Volume of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association desiring to supply such druggists 
and other friends of the late Mr. Ebert as are not members of 
the Association with the Ebert Memorial Volume, has obtained 
permission of the Council to offer a copy of the book to those 
who subscribe one dollar or more to the Ebert Memorial Fund. 

Subscriptions may be sent to any member of the Committee 
or to the Chairman, care of the Bulletin of the A. Ph. A., to 
whom remittances may be made payable, or to the Treasurer 
of the Fund, O. F. Fuller, of Fuller & Fuller Company, Chicago, 
president of the Chicago Veteran Druggists’ Association. All 
subscriptions acknowledged in the Bulletin of the 
A. Ph, A. and the pharmaceutical journals. 

lollowing is the list of the committee: James H. Beal, Scio, 
Ohio; C. Lewis Diehl, Louisville, Ky.; John F. Hancock, Bal- 
timore, Md.; Lewis C. Hopp, Cleveland, Ohio; Edward Kre- 
mers, Madison, Wis.; Caswell A. Mayo, 68 West Broadway, 
New York; J. P. Remington, Philadelphia, Pa.; Wm. M. Searby, 
San Francisco, Cal.; S. A. D. Sheppard, Pinehurst, N. C.; 
H. M. Whelpley, St. Louis, Mo.; Leo Eliel, South Bend, Ind.; 
C. S. N. Hallberg, chairman, 36 East Twelfth street, Chicago. 


will be 
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Obituary. 


JACOB A. MILLER. 


Jacob A. Miller, who died at his home in Harrisburg, Pa., 
on Monday, April 27, held the proud record of being the oldest 
secretary of a state pharmaceutical association in point of con- 
tinuous service of any in the country. He was one of the found- 
ers of the Pennsylvania Pharmaceutical Association, and was 
its secretary from the year of its organization up to the day 
of his death. 

Doctor Miller was born in Lancaster, Pa., seventy-one years 
ago. He was graduated from Lafayette College in 1858 and 
from the Medical Department of the University of Pennsylvania 
That year he became assistant superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Lunatic Hospital here. At the outbreak of 
the Civil War he was assigned from General McClellan’s head- 
quarters as a surgeon to Burdan’s New York Sharpshooters, and 
the Second Regiment, Rhode Island 


in 1861. 


was later transferred to 
Volunteers. 

In 1868 he opened a pharmacy in Harrisburg, and ten years 
afterward helped to organize the Pennsylvania Pharmaceutical 
Association, becoming its secretary, as already mentioned. He 
had five years previously joined the American Pharmaceutical 
Association. 
the Dauphin County Pharmaceutical Association, and was the 
first secretary of the Lancaster County Medical Association. 

Doctor Miller is survived by a widow and two sons, John Z. 
Miller, of Erie, and Charles G. Miller, of this city. 


He served for a number of years as secretary of 


HENRY IMHOF. 


Henry Imhof, for more than forty years a prominent phar- 
macist in New York city, formerly president of the German 
Apothecaries’ Society and a life member and trustee of the 
New York College of Pharmacy, died on May 2 at the age 
of sixty-nine years. Funeral held in his late 
residence at 201 West 104th street jast Tuesday and the inter- 
ment occurred in Greenwood Cemetery the same day. The off- 
cers of the G. A. S. acted as pallbearers. 

Born in Germany in 1839, Mr. Imhof studied pharmacy in 


services were 


the University of Giessen and served as a drug clerk for several 
years in drug stores in that country before coming to the United 
States in 1866. His first position in New York city was in the 
store of Widemeyer & Otto, at Canal and Orchard streets. 
After leaving that firm he spent nine months as a prescription 
clerk for Eimer & Amend, and in 1869 opened a store of his 
own at 6 Carmine 

In 1870 he built a store at 1892 East Broadway, at the corner 
of Jefferson street, and remained in business at that location 
from 1871 to 1890. Realizing that the trend of business was 
toward the uptown section of the city, he sold his store in East 
Broadway in 1890 and resumed business at Amsterdam avenue 
and 105th street, where he remained until 1899, when he sold the 
store to Leo W. Geisler and traveled in Germany for a year or 
two before retiring from active business life. 

Mr. Imhof was an active member of the German Apothe- 
caries’ Society, having been vice-president in 1900 and president 
in 1903, 1904 and i905. He also was a member of that society’s 
board of directors for several years. He was elected a life mem- 
ber of the New York College of Pharmacy about twenty-five 
years ago and was chosen a trustee shortly afterward. 

He is survived by his wife, Rosa Imhof, and two sons, Adolph 
and Emil. Adolph conducts a store at Third avenue and Seven- 
ty-second street, while Emil also is a druggist, although recently 
he abandoned the practice of pharmacy in order to attend his 
father in his last illness. 

Mr. Imhof had been ill for six months with an organic trouble. 
cay ts 
at the 


strect. 


Goetting, a funeral oration 


funeral 


lifelong friend, delivered a 
services. 
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Greater New York. 


William Gilman, of Gilman Brothers, wholesale druggists, of 
Boston, made a purchasing trip to this city last week. 

Horace Dutcher, of San Jaun, Porto Rico, called upon friends 
in the New York drug and chemical trade last week. 

Ralph Hoagland, of Hoagland & Mansfield, wholesale drug- 
gists, of Boston, visited the local drug and chemical trade last 
week. 

C. W. Whittlesey, of the C. W. Whittlesey Company, whole- 
sale druggists, of New Haven, Conn., paid a brief visit to New 
York on May 1 and 2. 

Max D Bruenn has purchased the stock and fixtures and 
business formerly owned by J. H. Eberhardt, at Tenth avenue 
and Twenty-second street. 

H. F. Benson has succeeded the Cassebeer Pharmacy in the 
business hitherto conducted by that concern in the store at Co 
lumbus avenue and Seventy-second street. 

F. L. Bodman, eastern representative of the Powers-Weight- 
man-Rosengarten Company, returned to the offices of that com- 
pany at 145 Front street last Wednesday. 

Joseph Helfman, secretary to the board of directors of Parke, 
Davis & Co., and formerly editor of the Bulletin of Pharmacy, 
is now in London, having sailed from New York last week. 

George T. Reed, of Hornell, N. Y., is enjoying a brief respite 
from business cares in New York City, where he is visiting 
numerous friends in the manufacturing and wholesale drug and 
chemical trade. 

The bowling team representing the Wholesale Drug Trade 
Bowling Association of New York defeated the Philadelphia and 
Baltimore teams in the inter-city tournament, held in Atlantic 
City last month. 

Dr. C. P. Cipolla, formerly a druggist in New Haven, Conn., 
made numerous purchases of drugs and sundries in New York 
last week preparatory to re-entering the retail drug business at 
Bridgeport, Conn, 

William Strauss, of the city department of Lehn & Fink, 
sailed from New York for Europe last week on the steamship 
Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse.- Mr. Strauss expects to spend two 
months touring Germany and France. 

H. T. Jarrett, manager of the Mallinckrodt Chemical Works, 
has written several letters to friends in this city from Hot 
Springs, Va.,; where he is recuperating from a severe illness, 
that he is beginning to enjoy life again. 

P. Flatow, of Alameda, Cal., who formerly conducted a retail 
drug business in San Francisco, visited the New York manu- 
facturing, and wholesale drug trade last week on‘his way to 
Europe, where he intends to remain three months on a pleasure 
trip. 

Henry W. Kaufman, brother of William B. Kaufman, man- 
ager of the crude drug or importing department of Parke, 
Davis & Co., who for more than twenty-seven years had con- 
ducted a restaurant and café at 29 Broadway, died on Monday, 
April 27, of kidney disease. Mr. Kaufman, who was a bachelor, 
was forty-seven years old. Funeral services were held Thurs 
day morning, April 30, in his former residence, at 218 West 
122d street. The burial also occurred the same day. 

Among foreign visitors to the New York manufacturing and 
wholesale drug and chemical trade during the last 
were: W. W. Donaldson, of London, Eng.; B. Belowsky, of 
Grasse, France; M. M. Fergusson, of London, Ont.; F. Stad- 
linger, of Brunswick, Germany; W. A. Tennant and Mrs. Ten 
nant and Mrs, E. Gardiner, of London; J. N. Paterson and Mrs. 
-aterson, of Montreal, Can.; John Annan, of London, Eng.; 
Mrs. A. Lemieux, of Montreal, Can.; E. Kenyon Stowe, of Lon- 
don, Eng.; F. Daniell and C. Ponsonby, of London, Eng.; Oscar 
Baunch, of Venezuela; J. N. Ruffin, of Ascension, Paraguay; 
R. L. Hopper, of Montreal, Can., and James Hunter Modlich, of 
Jamaica, B. W. I. 


fortnight 
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Fred S. Rogers, of Middletown, former president of the New 
York State Pharmaceutical Association, is a regular visitor to the 
metropolis, being a familiar figure on Warren street on his way 
to and from the ferries. 

The Rustic Construction Company, whose display of rustic 
summer houses and furniture on Fulton street has been one of 
the interesting sights of the city for many years, has moved to 
new and more commodious quarters at 33 I*ulton street. 

S. H. Black, of Bauer & Black, Chicago, New York and 
London, sailed on the Kaiserin Auguste Victoria, April 23. Mr. 
Black keeps in close touch with their London branch and foreign 
representatives by spending three months each year in Europe. 

W. W. Figgis, the head of the New York traveling force of 
Whitall-Tatum Company, returned recently from a business trip 
to Canada, in which he met with remarkable success. He reports 
excellent business conditions in the Dominion, the demand for 
bottles and glassware having increased materially of late. 

The junior class day exercises at the New York College of 
Pharmacy were celebrated at the college on Wednesday evening, 
April 29. Fred. Borggreve, chairman of the committee of the 
Alumni Association, had charge of the entertainment features, 
and received many congratulations on the success of the affair, 
which concluded with dancing. 

The druggists of Brownsville, in the Eastern part of Brook- 
lyn, have effected an organization known as the East New York 
Retail Druggists’ Association, for mutual protection. The officers 
are: Chairman, S. Valet; treasurer, A. S. Silverman, and secre- 
tary, Oscar Romaine. Meetings of the association are to be held 
every Friday night, at 11 o’clock, at the office of Drs, Read and 
Rothenberg, at Pitkin avenue, corner of Osborn street. P 

At the regular monthly meeting of the Kings County Pharma- 
ceutical Society at the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy, 265 Nos- 
trand avenue, on Tuesday, May, 12, at 2:30 o’clock p. m.. 
a practical paper of interest to every retail pharma- 
cist will be presented by Thomas J. Keenan, associate editor 
of the AMERICAN Druccist. It will deal with Milk Ferments, 
and give working directions for’ the preparation of powders 
or tablets for the production of “soured’”’ or “curdled milks,” 
with directions for their use. 

The American Druggists’ Syndicate has secured for its mem- 
bers the services as sundry buyer of Antoine Fohrell, who, 
until May 1, was connected with Mayer Brothers Drug Com- 
pany, of St. Louis, Mo. Mr. Fohrell is one of the most expert 
buyers of sundries in the United States. The marvelous growth 
of the A. D. S. to a membership of 7,000 during its existence 
of only a little more than two years and the fact that it now is 
growing more rapidly than ever before convinced Mr. Fohrell 
that it soon will embrace a large majority of the retailers of the 
United States. 

The annual dinner of the Alumni Association of the Brook- 
lyn College of Pharmacy will be held on Thursday evening, 
May 21, immediately after the commencement exercises of the 
Brooklyn College, in the Imperial at Red Hook lane and Fulton 
street. Covers will be raised promptly at 11:30 p. m. The co- 
operation of every member is desired to make this banquet a 
success. Dancing will follow the banquet. M. E. Gesell, of 709 
Manhattan avenue, and Dr. T. F. Raymow, of 559 Coney Island 
avenue, will supply tickets to all desiring them. The banquet 
committee consists of Dr. Thomas F. Raymow, chairman; M. E. 
Gesell, Martin Kleine, Frank Meyer, Jeremiah Heald, W. G. 
Meister and Dr. W. H. Weygandt. 

The twenty-sixth annual meeting of the Proprietary Associa- 
tion of America will be held in the Hotel Astor, at Broadway 
and Forty-fourth street, on Tuesday, May 12, and probably con- 
tinue on Wednesday, May 13. The first session will begin at 
II a. m., on May 12, and other sessions will be held until all 
the association’s business has been disposed of. Frank J. Cheney, 
president of the Association, and the other executive officers urge 
every member to attend the meeting. 
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Wholesale Drug Bowlers Elect Officers. 

The bowling team representing the Wholesale Drug Trade 
Bowling Association, of New York, defeated both the Baltimore 
and Philadelphia teams at the eleventh annual inter-city tourna- 
ment of the American Drug Trade Bowling Association, held in 
Atlantic City on Friday and Saturday, May 1 and 2. The head- 
quarters of the association. which includes as members the three 
contesting teams, were in the Hotel Strand, at Pennsylvania ave- 
nue and the Beach. The tournament, however, was held, as usual, 
in Sweeney’s Bowling Academy. 

Dr. H. C. Lovis, president of the association, presided at the 
contest, while George J. Riettin acted as official scorekeeper. 
The New York team won the first three games, but was tied with 
the Baltimore team at the end of the fifteenth game, when each 
of these teams had won sixteen points and lost fourteen. In 
order to settle the tie, two extra games were rolled. The score 
of the first was 843 for each team, and that of the second game 
was 857 for the New York contingent and 804 for the Baltimore 
crew. The final scores in pins were: New York team, 12,665; 
Baltimore team, 12,619, and the Philadelphia team, 12,525. 

After the tournament had been decided, a banquet was held 
in the private dining room of the hotel, at which Doctor Lovis 
acted as toastmaster, and called upon Sydney H. Carragan, 
George J. Seabury, D. E. Bransome and M. D. Goldwater for 
speeches. 

The individual prize winners, as announced at this banquet 
by G. M. Armor, secretary of the association, were: High aver- 
age man, 182, W. S. Leutbecher, of Baltimore; high spare bowler, 
815 percent. John Ruddiman, of New York; split spare champion, 
8, C. McCormick, of New York; bowlers of games of. 200 or 
more, L. Stevens, of New York; bowler of two perfect games, 
M. D. Goldsboro, of Baltimore; bowler of three highest games, 
5990, C. Malsh, of New York; bowler of high score in single 
game, 245, S. Wright, of Philadelphia, and the maker of the 
greatest number of strikes, S. Herron, of Philadelphia. 

The highest scores made by the three teams in single games 
were: 975 by the New York team, 947 by the Philadelphia team 
and 930 by the Baltimore team. A handsome scarf pin was 
awarded to each member of the winning team. For his excellent 
work in keeping the score, Mr. Riefflin also received a majolica 
vase. 

Officers of the association elected for the ensuing year are: 
President, Sydney H. Carragan, of New York; vice president, 
Samuel Wright, of Philadelphia; secretary and treasurer, George 
M. Armor, of Baltimore; trustees, M. D. Goldsboro, of Balti- 
more; J. Elwood Lee, of. Phtladelphia, and C. McCormick, of 
New York. The next tournament of the association will also be 
held in Atlantic City. 


Old Bushwick Association Heard From. 

\n appropriation of $25 was made by the members of the 
Brooklyn Pharmaceutical Association at their latest meeting for 
the use of the local entertainment committee of the New York 
State Pharmaceutical Association at the annual meeting of that 
organization, to be held in The Mountain House, in the Catskills, 
June 23 to 26. In making this appropriation the members ex- 
pressed the opinion that all the retail organizations in this state 
should aid the local committee of the state organization, in order 
to obviate the necessity of appealing to the manufacturers and 
jobbers for any appropriations or favors. The members also 
endorsed unanimously Dr. William Muir as a candidate to suc- 
ceed himself as a member of the Eastern Branch of the New 
York State Board of Pharmacy. Doctor Muir expressed his 
appreciation of this endorsement. 

The Propaganda Committee of the United Pharmaceutical So- 
cieties of Manhattan and the Bronx bought and distributed re- 
cently 3,590 copies of the Physicians’ Manual of the United States 
Pharmacopeeia and National Formulary to the doctors of the 
two boroughs. 
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AMERICAN 
BOSTON DRUGGISTS GIVE MINSTREL SHOW. 


Swampscott, June 23, the Massachusetts Association Will Meet— 
Close of the College Year—Licenses Refused Boston Druggists. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, May 6.—On the evening of April 24, in Jordan Hall, 
the second annual minstrel show was given by the Eastern Drug 
Company Employees’ Mutual Benefit Association. The affair 
was a pronounced success. The participants were: Walter R 
Dolliver, W. C. Mooney, O. E. Lewis, A. H. Carpenter, W. H. 
Corliss, George H. McLeod, jr., Russell Spurr, Percival W. 
Thompson, Thomas E. Anderson, John E. Reardon, Samuel W. 
Warren, John McGrath, Harry C. Wiggin, Horace C. Otis, Russ 
H, Luscomb, F. J. Broderick, T. D. Conrad, R. W. Hudson, A. 
Karp, T. A. Leggett, C. A. Nelson, J. J. Powers, W. H. Ritchie, 
J. G. Anderson, F. L. Behrens, H. M. Bingham, J. E. Browne, 
A. F. Butler, P. F. Conolly, FF. O. Cleaves, E. L. Coolidge, 
D. J. Drohan, T. L. Duffy, E. E. Eayres, C. G. Glover, C. E. 
Harrington, F. E. Horgan, N. R. Hutchins, G. M. Hutchinson, 
F. F. La Hait, L. W. La Duke, W. L. Legg, N. P. MacInnis, 
F. A. Maybury, J. F. McCarthy, A. McNiven, P. A. O’Grady, 
E. W. Pease, R. N. Philbrick, F. E. Richardson, J. J. Shannon, 
W. F. Tennihan, E. F. Thomas, FE. B. Thompson, J. R. Turner, 
H. G. Ward, G. W. West. 

W. R. Adams was musical director of the show and John F. 
Miller, stage manager. The following are the officers and com- 
mittees of the association: John ¥. Miller, president; Harry C. 
Wiggin, vice president, Russell Spurr, secretary; Walter L. Legg, 
treasurer. Executive Committee: Arthur F. Butler, Mamie B. 
Burnham, George M. Hutchinson, Peter A. O'Grady, Percival 
W. Thompson. Entertainment Committee. Russell Spurr, 
chairman; Walter R. Dolliver, Charles G. Glover, Frank E. 
Horgan, Walter L. Legg, John F. McCarthy, John McGrath, 
John F. Miller, Horace C. Otis, E. Barton Thompson. 


Massachusetts Association to Meet at Swampscott. 


It has been decided to hold the annual meeting of the 
M. S. P. A. at Swampscott, June 23, 24 and 25. Headquarters 
will be established at the Ocean House. Swampscott is on the 
North Shore, and one of the Bay State’s noted summer resorts, 
and it is thought that the committee’s selection will meet with 
unqualified approbation. 


The End of the College Year. 

At the M. C. P., plans are being formulated for the final 
ceremonies of the year. On the evening of May 13, the usual 
reception and dance will be held. The commencement exer- 
cises will take place on the afternoon of the 14th, at which the 
address will be delivered by the Rev. Charles L. Page. The din- 
ner of the alumni association, complimentary to the graduating 
class, will be held on the evening of the 14th inst., at Young’s 
Hotel. President Burroughs has arranged an attractive pro- 
gramme, and among his speakers are Hon. John N. Cole, 
Speaker of the House, and Rabbi Charles Fleischer. There will 
also be vocal and instrumental music. A proposed amendment to 
the constitution, changing the time of meeting to January or 
February, will also be acted upon. 


Two Fires in One Day 

Twice on April 28 the place of business of B. O. & G. C. 
Wilson, 39 and 40 Lewis Wharf, was on fire. The first fire 
occurred about noontime, and was in the midst of bales of herbs. 
Two alarms were rung in, and the damage was about $1,000. 
The second fire was discovered shortly after 9.30 p. m., and was 
in a pile of crude drugs. This blaze also proved a stubborn one, 
and the loss was also about $1,000. 


Aid for Chelsea Sufferers. 
The Riker-Jaynes Company on April 27 materially assisted 
the sufferers by the recent Chelsea fire. On that day 10 percent. 


DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


of all of the money taken in at the concern’s five Boston stores 
was turned over to the Chelsea relief fund. Since the above 
day the firm has contributed $511.67 for the benefit of those who 
lost their possessions by this fire. 


Liquor Licenses Refused. 


In this city the licensing board has refused to grant licenses 
to twenty-six druggists, ten being refused because of evidence 
that they were selling cocaine, located as follows: South end, 
seven: Dorchester, one; West Roxbury, one; South Boston, one. 
Sixteen licenses were withheld because their books showed that 
their business “approached too nearly that of retail liquor stores.” 
Seven of these places are located in Dorchester, three in Brigh- 
ton, three in West Roxbury, two in South Boston and one in 
the South end. A total of 171 sixth class licenses were issued, 
and in addition to this, five licenses were given to wholesale 
druggists. 


PROFESSOR HALLBERG ADDRESSES QUAKER CITY 
PHARMACISTS. 


Officers for Co-operative Buyers—Drug Club Prospers. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, May 6—Food for thought, both on the part of 
physician and layman, particularly the latter, who has to take the 
“medicines,” was furnished in an able, thoughtful and scholarly 
address made by Dr. C. S. N. Hallberg, of Chicago, before an 
audience composed of prominent physicians and pharmacists in 
the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy recently. 

In his address Doctor Hallberg laid the blame for the fact 
that so many turn to Christian Science and kindred faith cures 
squarely upon the shoulders of those of his own profession who 
prescribe nostrums, instead of ethical preparations. The long 
suffering public, he declared, turns in sheer desperation, failing of 
relief for its ills, mental and physical, from the patent “medi- 
cines” prescribed by men who ought to know better, to some 
one of the various “mental suggestion” “cures,” in the hope that, 
medicine having failed, there may be “something in” the claims 
made by the Faith Curists. 

At the conclusion of Doctor Hallberg’s address, which was 
received with rounds of applause, Dr. A. M. Eaton, president 
of the Philadelphia County Medical Society, spoke. A hearty 
endorsement of Doctor Hallberg’s views was given by Dean 
JT. P. Remington, of the College of Pharmacy, who presided. 
Other speakers were Martin I. Wilbert, I. V. S. Stanislaus, dean 
of the Department of Pharmacy of the Medico-Chirurgical Col- 
lege; H. K. Mulford; William L. Cliffe, treasurer of the State 
Board of Pharmaceutical Examiners; Dr. H. S. Wood, jr., and 
Dr. Clement B. Lowes. 


The Philadelphia Wholesale Drug Company Elects Officers. 

The Philadelphia Wholesale Drug Company held its annual 
meeting in the office of the company, Arch, west of Sixth street, 
this evening. After its business was finished, it adjourned in a 
hody to the rooms of the Drug Club, Arch, west of Fifth street, 
and enjoyed a seasonable dinner. 


A Correction from Sharp & Dohme. 


In a list of “recent incorporations,” published in this paper, 
there appeared the name of the firm of Sharp & Dohme 
as having been but recently incorporated under the laws of the 
State of New Jersey. The appearance of the name was an error, 
as the firm of Sharp & Dohme was incorporated under the laws 
of the State of New Jersey several years ago, a fact fully chron- 
icled at that time in the AMEerIcAN Druceist and in other phar- 
maceutical journals. . 
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ANNUAL BANQUET OF THE BALTIMORE DRUG 
EXCHANGE. 


Dr. Wiley and Dr. Chase Talk Pure Drugs—Retailers Entertain 
Harry B. Gilpin—President Meredith His Own Successor on 
Board of Pharmacy. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Baltimore, May 8—The Baltimore Drug Exchange, which 
was organized, or rather revived, last year, held its first annual 
banquet at the Hotel Stafford on Thursday evening of last week, 
and had an excellent time, the event serving to bring the mem- 
bers of the trade closer together, and strengthening its power for 
good. An orchestra furnished music throughout the evening, and 
Dr. W. H. Wiley, chief of the Agricultural Department,° had 
come over to make an address, another guest being Dr. E. M. 
Chase, the lemon oil expert of the Agricultural Department. 
Besides there were present representative men from nearly all 
the other local business organizations, who, by their attendance, 
testified to the fact that the Exchange is regarded as having 
taken its place almost at a jump with the leading commercial 
organizations of Baltimore. 

Henry F. Baker, of the Thomsen Chemical Company, the 
president of the exchange, acted as toastmaster, discharging the 
duties of this office in the happiest vein, and adding to his repu- 
tation as a post prandial orator. 


Food and Drugs Law Discussed. 


The keynotes of the addresses were pure food and drug laws 
and business integrity. Doctor Wiley’s speech, the principal one 
of the evening, being along these lines. Other addresses were 
made by Carville D. Benson, an attorney; State Senator Peter J. 
Campbell; A. C. Meyer, of A. C. Meyer & Co.; W. M. McCor- 
mick, of McCormick & Co., drug millers and manufacturers and 
spice grinders, and Dr. E, M. Chase, of Washington. 

Those at the banquet included the following, besides the 
diners already mentioned: P. Cook, C. Baker, W. L. Pierce, E. J. 
Stevens, J. W. Strobel, P. I. Heuisler, A. T. Hill, A. Carter, 
W. C. Scott, F. Layfield, S. Loewy, V. Cook, J. Carey, H. Has- 
son, jr., E. H. Uhlenberg, E. M. Stevenson, J. Vogeler, C. R. 
Foutz, J. Bellamy, R. West, C. S. Haugh, W. J. Parker, O. F. 
Hershey, E. Parrish, C. J. B. Swindell, C. W. Shaw, L. Sonne- 
born, S. Goodman, J. H. Winkelmann, J. E. Bond, G. H. Cobb, 
J. J. Gilbert, C. E. Whitehurst, E. C. White, F. J. La Motte, 
A. E. Mealy, C. W. Benson, G. F. Baily, J. F. Hindes, R. A. 
McCormick, E. M. Chase, H. Smith, W. Suter, W. Graham, 
W. D. Lilly, W. T. Houchens, J. B. Bell, C. Parrish, C. W. 
Miller, H. W. Miller, G. N. Sherman, J. A. Yakel, S. Schmidt, 
J. C. Price, G. Kremer, F. A. Orenschall, E. F. Kelley, J. Owens, 
F,. M. Clotworthy, J. C. Muth, J. F. Sprague, J. H. Emory, 
J. A. Kilpatrick, H. Heineman, C. L. Crawford, J. B. Hurtt, 
H. E. Gilbert, J. Johnson and S. Edgerton. 

The officers of the Exchange are: President, Henry F. Baker, 
of the Thomsen Chemical Works; secretary, William M. Mc- 
Cormick, of McCormick & Co.; treasurer, Dr. A. R. L. Dohme, 
of Sharp & Dohme. The members of the committee of arrange- 
ments included William M. McCormick, P. Cook, A. E. Mealy, 
H. F. Baker, Dr. A. R, L. Dohme, Horace Burrough, jr., and 
A. C. Meyer. 


Wedgewood Club as Host. 


While the Drug Exchange was thus making merry down- 
stairs, the Wedgewood Club held forth almost overhead, on the 
third floor, a singular coincidence having resulted in the selec- 
tion of the same evening and the same place by both organiza- 
tions for their dinner. The Wedgewood Club enacted the part 
of host, having as its honored and admired guest Henry B. Gil- 
pin, of the H. B. Gilpin Drug Company, and of Gilpin, Langdon 
& Co. 
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PLANNING FOR THE ILLINOIS MEETING. 


Probable Changes in State Pharmacy Law—The Interstate Sale of 
Cocaine—$500 Fine for Illegal Sale of Cocaine Sustained in 
Appellate Court. 

(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, May 6.—The meeting of the Illinois Pharmaceutical 
Association, which is to take place June 9 to 11, inclusive, at 
Peoria, will be the next event to claim the attention of retailers 
throughout the state. The sessions of this organization are 
always of interest, as many representative members of the trade 
are then brought together, and matters of moment are discussed. 


Interstate Sale of Cocaine. 

It is possible that the crusade against cocaine may cause some 
discussion. As is well known, the west side “levee” district is 
the centre for this iniquitous traffic, and continuous efforts to 
stamp out the evil have been only partly successful. One rea- 
son for the difficulty in stopping the sales developed when a 
woman, who was fined in the Desplaines street station for using 
the drug, told the police that the west side district is being sup- 
plied by a druggist in Hammond. Hammond is just across the 
state line in Indiana, but it is so close to Chicago that it seems 
like part of the city. While it would not do to accept the word 
of a user of the drug as the entire truth, there are some who 
hold that a situation such as has been suggested ought to be 
made impossible, and this phase of the matter will probably be 
discussed at Peoria 


Interesting Programmes for Veterans. 

The annual meeting of the Veterans is to take place May 22. 
Officers for the coming season will be elected, and the old timers 
will, of course, have one of their customary reunions. This 
organization numbers among its members practically all of the 
well known older druggists, and it is something of an event 
when these men come together for one of their regular sessions. 
The programme for the coming meeting will be interesting. Spe- 
cial features will be the reading of their autobiographies by Prof. 
C. S. N. Hallberg and George Englehardt. Henry Biroth and 
John Blocki, two of the officials of the organization, are now in 
Northern Italy. 

CHICAGO NOTES. 

A store has been started by W. R. Young at 78 South Hal- 
sted street. 

J. D. Halpeet, at Van Buren and Aberdeen streets, has been 
succeeded by C. E. Neubert. 

P,. R. Fetzer is now the owner of Meyer Brothers’ store at 
438 West Madison street. 

H. P. Sandkoetter has sold his store at Twenty-second street 
and Indiana avenue, and is going abroad for a tour. 

The People’s Pharmacy, at Twenty-second and South Hal- 
sted streets, has been purchased by W. H. Fischer. 

The Jefferson Pharmacy Company, at 325 South Jefferson 
street, has been succeeded by the J. L. Smulson European 
Pharmacy. 

The H. IL. Pettit store at Prairie avenue and Forty-third 
street has been purchased by W. J. Clark, formerly of Clark & 
Large. 

The store formerly at Forty-seventh street and Union avenue 
has been moved by Ben Chapman to Center avenue and Sixty- 
sixth street. 

The Appellate Court has handed down a decision to the effect 
that Paul and Frank Zitto, druggists, who were fined a year and 
a half ago for selling cocaine, must pay the $500 assessed against 
them by the lower court. This is one of the few cases where 
a case of this sort has been carried successfully to the upper 
court. Previously there were so many reversals that the prose- 
cutors sometimes felt discouraged. The Zittos were expelled 
from the C, R. D. A. when their guilt was established. 
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THE DRUG AND CHEMICAL MARKET 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for 
retail lots. The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 








Condition of Trade 


New York, May 9, 1908. 
lhe movement into channels of consumption continues slow 
and the market is rather bare of features of interest, with only 
a moderate to fair demand for jobbing quantities experienced, 
there being apparently no desire manifested on the part of buy- 
ers to operate ahead of current requirements. In the face of a 
stronger market for opium, the announcement is made of a 
decline in the price of morphine, and strychnine is also lower, 
both reductions being influenced, it is said, by competition and 
conditions in foreign markets. The tendency of values on re- 
fined glycerin is downward and codliver oil is weaker, influenced 
by a falling off in consumption, coupled with reports of a heavy 
season's yield at the fisheries. Menthol does not gain in strength 
with the advance of the season and values are again easier. 
There is a noticeable demand for high grade goods, and in the 
case of botanic drugs listed in the United States Pharmacopceia 
a purity standard is insisted on, which would indicate that the 
operation of the pure food and drugs act is being felt, particu- 
larly in this field. In the case of balsams, the demand is chiefly 
for the better grades of copaiba, and where considerable busi- 
ness was formerly done in gurgun balsam there is now little or 
no demand for this article. An improved demand for true 
almond oil is also being experienced and the same is true of 
saffron flowers, the. substitutes for these being less used than 
formerly. The present trade dullness is not likely to last long, 
since it is well known that stocks in the country are greatly 
depleted, and when normal trading is resumed the demand is 
expected to be steady and the volume of business of satisfactory 
proportions. 
HIGHER. 


Henbane leaves, 
3alsam copaiba, 
Cannabis indica, 
Pennyroyal oil, 
Citronella oil, 
Bergamot oil, 
Cassia buds, 
Guarana, 

Gum kino, 

Gum benzoin, 
Lobelia seed, 
Cevadilla seed, 
Soap bark, 
Stramonium leaves. 
Balsam fir, Canada, 


LOWER. 
Morphine, 
Strychnine, 
Codliver oil, 
Balsam Peru, 
Balsam tolu, 
Bitter almond oil, artificial, 
Glycerin 
Chamomile flowers, 
Menthol, 

Digitalis leaves, 
Aloes, Curagao, 
Dandelion root, 
Golden seal root, 
Kava kava root, 
Rhubarb root, 
Celery seed, 
Quince seed, 
Cassia oil, 
Wormseed oil, 
Cascara sagrada, 
Cottonroot bark, 
Paris green, 
Wax, bayberry, 
Wax, Japan, 
Saffron, American, 
Tartar emetic, 
Arsenic, 

Blue vitriol, 
Amy] acetate. 


Drugs. 

Aloin is easier, and sales are making in instances at a frac- 
tion below the quoted range of goc to $1, some transactions 
being reported at 87%4c. 

Areca nuts have attracted some attention during the interval, 
but values are without quotable change at 7 to 7¥%c, as to quality. 

Balsams.—Copaiba, South American, is maintained in steady 
position, with full prices paid for pure balsam, the general quota- 
tion being 50 to 55c; Para is held and selling at 90c to $1. Fir, 


Canada, is scarce and wanted, and the limited available 
supply is very firmly held at an advance to $5 to $5.10. 
Oregon may be obtained at $1.20 to $1.25. Tolu is seasonably 
dull, and holders are easier in their views at 21 to 22c. Peru 
has eased off in the interval, but buyers are not adding to their 
stock any more freely at the lower range of $1.65 to $1.70. 

Barks.—Cascara sagrada does not move with any great free- 
dom at the lower prices recently established, and the tone of the 
market is easier, both at primary sources of supply and in the 
local market. Soap bark, cut and crushed, continues in limited 
supply, and prices are firmly maintained at the previous level 
of 8% to 9c. Cottonroot is in rather limited inquiry at the mo- 
ment, and though holders appear firm in their views at 7 to 7'%4c, 
better might be done on a firm bid. White pine, wild cherry 
and sassafras are meeting with a steady moderate inquiry, and 
we hear of numerous jobbing sales at unchanged prices. 

Buchu leaves, short, continue in moderately active demand, 
and values appear well sustained at the range of 19 to 26c, the 
inside figure being for poor yellowish stock. 

Cacao butter is easier in tone, as the result of a decline at 
the Amsterdam auction on the 5th instant, though quotations are 
nominally unchanged on spot, bulk being held at 35 to 36c, and 
boxes at 43 to 45c. 

Cannabis indica remains in steady position, owing to con- 
tinued lightness of supplies, and some holders ask up to $1.35 
for the limited stock of tops. 

Cantharides of the Chinese variety, officially known now as 
blistering beetles, are held with increased firmness, owing to the 
strong tenor of advices from abroad, but quotations are nomin- 
ally unchanged at 30 to 35c for whole, though the inside figure 
is said to be unprofitable; powdered is held at 38 to goc. Rus- 
sian, or true cantharides, are held and selling at 68 to 7oc, and 
70 to 75¢, for whole and powdered, respectively. 

Cassia buds are irregular and unsettled, with only a moderate 
jobbing inquiry reported, and holders are easier in their views 
at 1814 to 22¢. 

hamomile flowers, Gernian, are maintained in steady posi- 
tion, despite an absence of important demand; while some stock 
is obtainable at 18c, 22c is asked for the better grades; Roman 
are dull and neglected, at 20 to 25c. 

Codliver, oil, Norwegian, is easy and seasonably quiet, there 
being sellers of barrels at $19, though up to $28 is named for 
the best brands; Newfoundland is held and selling in a jobbing 
way at $20. The tendency of buyers is to hold off, awaiting news 
from the primary sources, this season’s catch being reported 
large. 

Colocynth apples are taken in a very indifferent way by the 
trade, and the market is in easier tendency, with Trieste quoted 
at 21 to 23c and Spanish at 18 to 20c. 

Cubeb berries continue neglected, though supplies are not 
offered at any low prices, quotations being firmly maintained at 
16 to 18c for XX, 14 to 15c for natural and 18 to 21c for pow- 
dered, as to quality and quantity. 

Cuttlefish bone is slow of sale, but importers have not changed 
their views from 19 to 22c for Trieste, and 38 to 55c for jewelers.’ 

Digitalis leaves are held at full previous prices, and a good 
jobbing trade is reported, with the sale at 8% to oc. Stock is not 
over abundant, and inquiries are for grades of leaf answering 
U. S. P. requirements. 

Ergot does not improve in tone, though some firmness has 
been imparted by the stronger tenor of advices from abroad, 
where values are tending upward. On spot, quotations are main- 
tained at 21 to 22c for Russian, and 29 to 30c for Spanish. 

Glycerin reflects the influence of competition among local 
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refiners and unfavorable conditions abroad, the market being 
weak and unsettled at a further decline to 14 to 14%c for C. P. 
in drums and 15 to 15%c in cans, as to brand and quantity. 

Guarana is scarce and wanted, and the limited available supply 
is held at an advance to $2.25. 

Haarlem oil still reflects the influence of competition, and 
values are unsettled, though quotations are nominally unchanged 
at $2 for capped and $2.25 for corked bottles. 

Henbane leaves are held with increased firmness, in the face 
of some scarcity of U. S. P. quality, for which full prices are 
asked and obtained, say, I5c. 

Juniper berries remain quiet, though without quotable change 
in price, jobbing lots changing hands freely at the previous range 
of 234 to 3c. 

Menthol is easier in tone, owing to slackened demand, but 
few important transactions come to the surface, buyers and 
sellers being yet apart in their ideas. In the absence of pressure 
to realize, the market is nominally steady at the previous range 
of $1.95 to $2. 

Morphine has been reduced by the manufacturers, as a result 
of continued competition, the revised range showing a decline 
of 10c an ounce, to the basis of $2.65 to $2.75 for bulk, as to 
quantity. 

Opium has not varied since our last, either as regards price 
or demand; dealers are disposed to firmness, however, in view of 
conditions at primary sources of supplies, where stock is reported 
light and closely concentrated. On spot, prices are maintained 
on the basis of $4.55 for cases and $4.57% to $4.60 for broken 
lots. according to size of order. Powdered is selling fairly in 
a jobbing way at $5.15 to $5.20. 

Prickly ash berries are scarce and wanted, and holders are 
firm in their views, at the range of 25 to 28c. 

Quinine has not changed in any respect since our last, and 
the demand continues disappointing, though manufacturers are 
doing a fair business in small lots at previous prices, or, say, 
16c for bulk in 100 ounce lots. The outside market is dull and 
featureless, with little stock of German available in second hands 
at the nominal quotation of 16c. Java and Amsterdam are held 
and selling in a limited way at 15 to 15%c respectively. 

Saffron, American, continues dull and neglected, and the mar- 
ket being well supplied, holders show some disposition to urge 
sales, 17%4c being named as acceptable in instances. 

Sloe berries, whole, are completely out of market, and only 
a limited amount of ground is available at 40 to 45c. 

Stramonium leaves are held with increased firmness, owing to 
limited spot supplies, the sale during the interval being at 9 to 
10%c, as to quality and quantity. 

Strychnine prices have been revised by the manufacturers, the 
new quotation showing a reduction to the basis of goc to $1 
for eighths, as to quantity. 

Vanillin is finding a limited jobbing inquiry only, and holders 
are more free to offer at a shade under previous quotations, 33c 
being now named as acceptable for a quantity order.’ 

Wax, Japan, is slow of sale and reported easier abroad, and 
the market is easier at a decline to 10% to 1034c. Brazil is not 
inquired for to any extent, but values are fairly well sustained 
at the range of 35 to 35%c for No. 1, 30 to 31c for No. 2, 
25 to 25%4c for No. 3, and 24% to 25c for North Country. 


Chemicals. 

Arsenic, white, continues easy, in sympathy with conditions 
abroad and lack of important local demand, and recent sales 
were at a reduction to 4 to 44%4c. A firm bid on a quantity order 
might, it is reported, result in a lower quotation. 

Blue vitriol has weakened in the interval, and the market is 
easier, at 434 to 5c. 

Citric acid is held with more firmness, owing to improved 
demand, though sales are making at the previous range of 36 
to 36!%4c, for barrels and kegs, respectively. 

Chlorate of potash is in steady moderate request, with numer- 
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ous sales reported on the basis of 9 to 9%c for crystals and 9% 
to 934c for powdered. 

Oxalic acid is taken in a limited way only, and quotations 
are largely nominal at 634 to 7%c, as to quality and quantity, 
with intimations that the inside figure might be shaded. 

Paris green is now selling at the new revised schedule of 
prices, which show a reduction of 4%c below the opening prices 
of last year. The schedule is as follows: Arsenic, kegs, 2114c; 
100 to 175 lb. kegs, 22c; 14, 28 and 56 lb. kits, 23c; 2 and 5 Ib. 
boxes, 23!4c; I lb. boxes, 241%4; % lb. boxes, 251%4c; % |b. boxes, 
26%4c. These prices are for lots of 10,000 lbs. or over, the usual 
advances being charged for smaller quantities. Last year there 
was a difference of Y%c between quotations on 2 lb. boxes and 
I lb. boxes, as against a full cent this year. This increase is 
due to the requirement for full weight packages. 

Quicksilver is easy, though not quotably lower. 
of the market is 61 to 63¢. 

Tartaric acid is in slightly improved inquiry, and the trade 
requirements are being met at 2734 to 28%c for crystals, and 28 
to 28'%4c for powdered. 

Tartar emetic prices are lower, notice of the change having 
been received too late for mention in the preceding issue; in 
barrel lots manufacturers quote on the basis of 2414 to 25'%4¢e. 

Essential Oils. 


Anise remains quiet, and the quotations of the market are not 
so firmly maintained, there being lots available down to $1.05. 

Bergamot is held with increased firmness, in sympathy with 
conditions abroad, and quotations have been marked up to $2.90 
to $3.10, as to brand and quantity. 

Cassia, in sympathy with conditions at primary market, is in 
easier tendency, and spot quotations show a reduction to $1.15 
to $1.20 for 75 to 80 percent., and $1.20 to $1.25 for 80 to 85 
percent. 

Citronella has moved into firmer position, and prices are 
quoted at an advance to 26 to 27c in drums, and 27 to 28c in 
cans, 

Cajuput is a shade easier, and it is intimated that the inside 
figure of 53c might even be shaded, but up to 55c is named, as 
to quality. 

Lemongrass continues very quiet and nominal at Soc to $1, 
as to quality and quantity. 

Orange, sweet, is a shade easier, and quotations for the lead- 
ing brands have been reduced to $2.25 to $2.30. Bitter is irregu- 
lar, quotations showing the wide range of $2.25 to $2.50, as to 
quality and quantity. 

Pennyroyal, French, offers more freely, and while $3 to $3.50 
is named, it is intimated that the inside figure might be shaded, 
Domestic is practically out of market. 

Spearmint is unchanged, prices being maintained steadily at 
the advanced prices previously quoted, in face of the continued 
scarcity of stock quoted $7.50 to $8. . 


The 


range 


Tansy offers in a limited way only, and quotations are well 
maintained at $4.25 to $5. 

Wormseed, Baltimore, is easier under the influence of sell- 
ing pressure from primary sources of supplies, and we hear of 
sales at $1.70 to $1.90. 

Gums. 

Arabic, sorts, has been in improved request, and a steadier 
tone has been imparted to the market by the receipt of stronger 
advices from abroad; sales of ordinary amber are reported at 
8c, and up to 15¢ is named for choice white. 

Aloes, Curagao, are in better supply, and holders are a shade 
easier in their views, with cases offering at 7 to 8c, and gourds 
at 9 to I10¢c, 

Benzoin is jobbing fairly at prices within the quoted range 
of 31 to 44c for Sumatra, and 85 to $1 for Siam. 

Camphor is barely steady, there being only a routine inquiry 
experienced at the present range of 59 to 60c, for barrels and 
cases, respectively. 
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Chicle is in moderately active demand, and values appear 
well sustained, on the basis of 50 to 52'%c. 

Kino is maintained steadily, in the face of depleted stocks, 
and recent sales were at 29 to 30Cc. 

Tragacanth, Aleppo, of the better grade, is held with in- 
creased firmness, on account of scarcity, and up to 75¢c is asked, 
as to quality. 

Roots. 

There is little new or interesting to report in the general mar- 
ket for druggists’ roots, an utter absence of speculative interest 
being a feature of the situation, and we have few changes in 
value to report. Ipecac is quiet at the previous range of 95c 
to $1.15 for Carthagena and Rio, respectively. Dandelion offers 
freely at 10c for German, though some holders hold out for 
12c. Kava kava has weakened in the interval, supplies being 
now available at 8 to 9c. Mandrake is a trifle irregular and un- 
settled, with some holders naming 7c, while others maintain the 
range at 8 to 8%c. Rhubarl prices have undergone a revision 
to the extent that 18 to 20c is now named for a recent arrival 
of high dried. Ginger, Jamaica, is maintained in firm position 
at the previous range of 1312 to 17c, the inside figure being for 
new crop. Golden Seal is nominally quoted at $1.90 to $1.95, 
but better might be done on a firm bid. Doggrass is easier, 


2/ 


with quotations reduced to 534 to 6c. 
Seeds. 
Anise, Italian, is maintained firmly at 10 to 1c, in the face 
of limited spot supplies. . 
Cardamoms, decorticated, are a shade easier, and the revised 


quotations are 50 to 55c, as to grade, quantity and seller. 

Celery has weakened in the interval, there being sellers at 7/2 
to 734¢, as to quantity, 

Cevadilla is held a shade firmer and higher, in consequence 
of unfavorable crop reports, and goods to arrive are offered at 
the equivalent of 11'%4c, with the spot quotations steady at 10 
to [2¢. 

Lobelia is in firmer position, owing to reduced stock, and 
holders ask at an advance to 28 to 30c. 

Quince has eased off a trifle in the interval, owing to recent 
stock accessions, and goc to $1 is generally quoted. 

Stavesacre is in improved position, in consequence of in- 
creased demand and reported higher prices abroad; sales at 1I5c. 

Wormseed is a shade easier, holders being more free to offer 
at 5 to 6c, for either American or Russian. 


Messina Essences. 


In a circular to the trade issued by Fritzsche Brothers, New 
York, under date of April, 1908, the following information is 
given concerning the position of the Messina essences: 

Oil of Lemon. 

This interesting commodity was the object of wild specula- 
tion during the past season; so much so that judgment, based on 
ordinary and natural conditions, proved of no avail. Last year 
the heavy demand from the United States caused a number of 
speculators, who usually keep aloof from lemon oil, to become 
interested in the article, and, as transactions in the beginning of 
the season were profitable, to plunge from time to time, under 
always advancing prices, into lemon speculation. Heavy short 
sales existed, and the opinion prevailed that at the price of $1.10, 
which ruled at the end of the season of 1906, nothing would be 
risked with new short sales, and orders for future delivery were 
taken for large quantities, mainly from the United States of 
America. The continued advance in price, furthered by covering 
of existing short sales, forced shippers to take the oil from specu- 
lators, manufacturers, and syndicates at constantly rising figures, 
and export houses had to suffer heavy losses, as prices were 
driven from $1.10 to $1.90. The first indication pointing to a 
duller American market was noticeable in September, and such, 
aided by one other factor, helped to lessen the demand on the 
Sicilian market. 
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About the middle of last year, the Department of Agriculture 
found that certain shipments of lemon oil, upon examination, 
failed to respond to its established tests for purity, and from 
that time on there accumulated in the New York Custom House 
about 4,000 coppers (49,000 kilos) of oil of lemon, the entry of 
which was stopped. This fact caused the speculators in Sicily 
to reflect, and, although the first signs of a financial crisis in 
America were not yet fully understood, they realized that the 
events in the New York Custom House would put a stop to the 
incessant demand from America, and that the large stock detained 
in this port would eventually prove dangerous to their specula- 
tion, either by being released or by being reshipped to Europe. 
Speculators at this time tried to cancel engagements made, and 
with sufficient capital at the command were successful in pre- 
venting a sudden and heavy decline. 

In this situation America again aided speculation, as by reason 
of the large quantity of oil held up by the Government, the in- 
stantaneous accruing shortage could only be covered from Sicily, 
and, due to this urgent demand, prices were sustained up to 
about $1.65, thus enabling the speculators to gently withdraw 
from their investments. In November the authorities decided to 
release the oil which was detained, and from that time on prices 
declined generally. ‘his occurrence is unique and undoubtedly 
without precedence in commerce. Here we find the overproduc- 
tion of a commodity, not held in the country of its origin, but in 
the country of its largest consumption, to enter in the worst way 
in self-competition, on the eve of a new crop. The decline of 
prices for old oil at once showed its influence on the price of 
future deliveries, and when it became known that the large stock 
held back in America had been released, prices for future deliv- 
cries deciined to $1.45, and iater in January went to $1.30. Small 
shipments during December and the total indifference on the part 
of America, brought prices in Sicily down further, and today oil 
can be delivered at $1.15 per pound. 

As to the future prices for lemon oil, it is difficult to make 
any prediction, in view of the prevailing uncertain conditions. 
The coming crop from a certain period of the year on is bound 
to show its influence upon prices. Trees are reported to be in a 
favorable condition, well advanced in foliage and a favorable 
blossoming is expected. The blossoming alone, however, with 
the lemon tree does not by any means assure a good crop, and 
hence the future in this respect is still uncertain. It seems to 
be assured, however, that very high prices for oil of lemon can- 
not be expected for the next few years, and should a large crop 
follow the present one, prices for next year are bound to de- 
cline further. 


Oil of Orange—Sweet. 


The new crop of sweet oranges in Southern Calabria was a 
very small one and in Sicily of only moderate yield. It will be 
remembered that during last summer oil of sweet orange had 
risen to the high figure of $2.80 per pound. Under the impres- 
sion that the new crop, in Calabria especially, would be short, 
speculators bought the fruit while still on the tree at exorbitant 
prices. They were assisted in these unreasonable ventures by 
a few export houses, who paid for future delivery oil prices 
equal to $2.45. The prices of old oil during the last few months 
before the arrival of the new crop receded gradually to $2.60- 
$2.50. Stocks being small, however, and foreign countries having 
held aloof to a certain degree on account of high prices, active 
transactions took place as soon as the new oil came to market, 
and thus it happened that prices for new oil remained firm and 
till January ranged between $2.25-$2.35. 

It is due to an increase in the Sicilian production that prices 
declined during the last two months and that oil can today be 
bought at $2.25 per pcund. It must not be overlooked, however, 
that the total production of oil of orange is less than the usual 
average and that prices will advance in case the orders for ex- 
port keep up to those of last year. Stocks are about equal to 
those of the past year, and consumers should proceed cautiously 
in order not to disturb the market unnecessarily. 
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THE BUSINESS MAN’S ARGENTINA. 


By FREEMAN TILDEN. 


[Through the courtesy of Van Norden’s Magazine we are permitted to 
present portions of an admirable and well informed study of the com- 
mercial aspects of Buenos Aires and of the possibilities it holds for profit- 
able trade for the merchants of the United States. ] 


To get an accurate conception of what Buenos Aires means, 
commercially, to the Argentine Republic, it is necessary to im 
agine all the territory of the United States subordinated to the 
city of New York; that all the important railroads of the United 
States terminated in that city; that all the banking interests were 
centered there; that nearly one-fourth the population of the coun- 
try lived there, thus dominating, directly or indirectly, the politi- 
cal conduct of a great republic; and finally, that this great 














CALLE VEINTICINCO DE MAYO, BUENOS AIRES. 
metropolis was upon a bank of a giant river, whose tributaries 
constituted one of the most systems in the 


world. 


marvelous water 


Buenos Aires Is a City of Business. 


There is a social life, said to be genial and sincere, among 
the best people, but unknown, for obvious reasons, by the visitor, 
however well recommended. In intellectual opportunities and 
diversions the city has no reason to be ashamed. But after all, 
the atmosphere is one of business; and the people are hard at 
work on the track of the dollar. They do not seem to grind 
as hard as in New York or London—on the other hand, their 
pursuit has even more of the gambling spirit than in either. 
This courting of chance 1s one of the most striking things about 
the country. The government conducts a lottery, and advertises 
it with the ingenuity of a Wanamaker full-page; the President 
of the country may with propriety be also the president of the 
Jockey Club, which reaps a harvest of millions every year 
through betting, * * * The English developed the railways; 
Irish and Scotch, the fertile lands; Italians, the docks; Germans, 
the water power and lighting; Belgians and French furnished 
capital for everything that promised well, and even the Swiss 
<ame to run the hotels. To-day the city of Buenos Aires is no 
more Spanish than it is Italian, and no more Italian, financially, 
than British; and yet in one respect the Spanish people have 
stamped their individuality indelibly on the country—in_ the 
language. 


The Largest Spanish-Speaking City in the World. 

Buenos Aires is the largest Spanish-speaking city in the 
world. In fact, there is no Spanish city that nearly approaches 
it in population. And if you remember that Spanish “feeling” 
is dwindling as the other peoples come into the country, you will 
be surprised at the growing strength of the Spanish language. 
To be sure, it is not Castellano puro, as the mother tongue is 
called, and the Argentine Congress has voted that business docu- 
ments must be in the idioma of the country, but it is Spanish, 
nevertheless. 

Salesmen Must Speak Spanish. 

Manufacturers in the United States should bear this fact in 
mind when they wish to introduce their goods into the Argen- 
tine Republic. It is useless to send catalogues in English. The 
merchant who receives them may be able to read English, but 
he will not take the trouble, for he does not do business in that 
language. A salesman who comes to Buenos Aires to sell goods, 
without a knowledge of the language, will find it an almost 
impossible task. There 
who do speak Spanish, in the field. 

* * * * k k 


are too many salesmen from [urope, 


It took eleven years to construct the magnificent docks of 
Buenos Aires, and it is doubtful if ever more efficient work of 
its kind has been done. * * * 

The docks are good to look upon; clean, lighted by electricity 
and fitted with electrical appliances for loading and unloading, 
well supplied with excellent warehouses, and crowned by grain 
elevators which cost $5,000,000 and have a capacity of 300,000 
(metric). 
this dock system, the financiers have been adequately compen- 


tons lor the great sums of money expended upon 


sated. In one year nearly 30,000 ships have passed in and out 


of the harbor, of which a large number were “outremer” ves 


*K * * 


sels, sometimes of 12,000 tons or over. 
The United States Has Not Shared in the Development. 


And what part has the United States in all this? A walk 
around the great docks will make the citizen of the northern 
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republic feel anything but proud. Here are hundreds of ships 
unloading merchandise from the manufacturing centres of the 
world, and taking to Europe the rich harvests of the Argentine 
fields; large steamships and small, flying the flags of Great 
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Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Spain—even of Austria 
and Russia—but not an American flag to be seen. On a sailing 
vessel, yes; once in a while a Yankee skipper brings in a load 
of lumber from Maine or Mississippi, but there has not been an 
American flag on the stern of a steamship in Buenos Aires for 
five years, and the rumor of such an arrival would bring the 
inhabitants down to the waterside in a hurry. * * * 

There is no American bank in Buenos Aires. The people are 
not acquainted with American money—it is sometimes difficult 
to negotiate a draft from the United States. * * * 

The Lamport & Holt line, British, has just cpened a direct 
service between New York and Buenos Aires, the first ship of 
which is going out of this port as I write. This ship engages 
to deliver mail in New York in twenty-five days; and it is doubt- 
ful if, without enormous expense, better time could be made 


going north. It must be remembered, in this connection, that 
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though we have much to sell to Argentina, Argentina has little, 
next to nothing, to send to us. In consequence, a ship must 
make the northbound passage to New York in ballast, a costly 
operation, or must stop to take cargo at Brazilian ports, which 
delays the mail. 

Opportunities for American Goods. 

It is not necessary to adopt any artificial means of placing 
the United States on a better footing here. If American manu- 
facturers have no interests here, then the mail service is of little 
consequence, and the appearance of the flag would amount to 
nothing. The fact is, however, that the opportunities for Ameri- 
can goods are almost unlimited, if the field is 
exploited. 


intelligently 


At this moment a bumper wheat crop, the greatest Argentina 
has ever grown, is already being moved into Buenos Aires. The 
effect of it is being felt everywhere. The atmosphere, financially, 
is one of confidence; so much so, that the Bolsa is as quiet as a 
churchyard. Out at Nueva Chicago, as it is appropriately called, 
the Mataderos, where the cattle and sheep are slaughtered, are 
working almost up to their capacity. * * * 

An English commission, sent to Buenos Aires during the 
boycott of American meats, reported sanitary conditions here as 
nearly perfect, and Argentina has no trouble in disposing of 
all the meats she produces. 

The effect of this prosperity is seen in Buenos Aires. It is 
true that the wealth is not evenly distributed; yet, as in the 
United States, the general easiness of gaining a livelihood keeps 
that other fact from becoming a menace. The Avenida de Mayo 
is lined with beautiful retail establishments, where prices are 
high, but partonage no less great; and the streets transversing 
it, with all others in what is known as the “City,” are brisk with 
business all the day. In comparison with prices in the United 
States, living is expensive here. 
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Since this is so promising a field, the American business man 
ought to know how to exploit it. * * * To get the trade, it is 
almost as important to know what not to do, as the other side. 
What might be done, first of all, however, is to start a campaign 
for the enlightenment of the American business man concerning 
the great countries of South America which he has a vague idea 
would be a good field for him. An intelligent and successful 
traveler told me of an instance of dense ignorance, which he 
claimed was only usual. A New York manufacturer was 
anxious to enter Brazil with his goods, so he asked the traveler 
if it were not possible to start an agency in Buenos Aires, and 
work Brazil from that city. It was explained to him that 
Brazilians spoke Portuguese, not Spanish; that Brazil was a 
five days’ journey from Buenos Aires by the fastest boat; and 
that even if he were to establish an agency in Rio de Janeiro, 
it would then be necessary to arrange for five large Brazilian 
ports which have almost as little in common with Rio as San 
Francisco with New York. 

Send Capable Salesmen. 

If it is possible, the American exporter desirous of selling 
in Argentina should send out a capable salesman who knows 
the language and the customs of the people, and who can inter- 
est them in himself even before he interests them in what he has 
to sell. It is not necessary that this man should be a Spanish- 
American by birth; if he knows the language thoroughly, and 
fulfills the other requirements, it is perhaps well that he be a 
North American. But above all, he must make friends. The 
business men of Buenos Aires are keen and insistent in buying, 
but they are governed by their emotions more than the Northern 
faces. * * * 

Joint Representation. 

In cases where the business would not guarantee keeping a 
regular salesman in Argentina, one house might make arrange- 
ments with several other small ones and arrange for a compe- 
tent man to handle several lines of goods. Purely local repre- 
sentatives, in business houses, are not so good, because they 
diffuse their energies over too much ground to make any special 
efforts in behalf of one article. 

| have inquired of several successful travelers for American 
houses, men who know the field thoroughly as to the honesty of 
the Argentine merchant, and find his reputation good. “As 
reliable as any with whom we deal,’ was the general expression. 
Yet American exporters seem unwilling to grant credits, or give 
credits so short as to be a serious inconvenience. * * * 


A Land of Opportunities. 

In spite of pitfalls and annoying conditions, Argentina is 
a land of opportunity for those who have capital to send forth, 
or wares to vend. The British, who are as a rule careful in- 
vestors, have more than a billion dollars tied up in railroads 
alone in this country. For the American with a “specialty” there 
A Michigan man went to Buenos Aires 
ten vears ago to see what could be done in photography. There 
are plenty of photegraphers there, but he is the only one who 
does “coramercial werk,’ and he is growing rich, really rich. 
American dentists who came here when dentistry was ill-per- 
formed atid almost a dangerous operation in the hands of inex- 
perienced Europeans, have done well. They charge and receive 
prices which would stagger their old customers at home. A 
young man, an American, took the agency for a safety razor, 
when safety razors had not been heard of in Buenos Aires, and 
it proved an El Dorado. For the unskilled laborer there is no 
such opportunity. 


is an excellent chance. 


At the examinations recently held in Peking for official de- 
grees men who had studied in American universities were 
awarded the highest honors. Out of a large number examined 
only seven were given the highest degree obtainable, and of 
these five were graduates of the University of California, while 
the other two had studied in Japan. 











